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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
ver gi ng on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their production. Wil e keeping alterations to a mninum the
LCTHP will, in preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the
uhs, ahs and other noises with which speech is often
spri nkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress | anguage that woul d be confusing

to the reader in unaltered form

C. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in
its proper context;

d. encl ose in [brackets] explanatory information or words
that were not uttered but have been added to render
the text intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the nanes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recogni zing that an occasi onal
word may be m sspell ed because no authoritative source
on its correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al though Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unnmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renmained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1868. In contrast, Panaca and Al ano never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
l'iving.

Anare of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Comm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the |anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each community's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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This is Robert McCOracken talking to Jim Gottfredson at his hone
in Boulder Cty, Nevada, February 5 and 9, 1992
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CHAPTER ONE

Jim why don't you state your nane as it appears on your

birth certificate.

James H Cottfredson, Jr.

And when and where were you born?

| was born on Decenber 4, 1923, in Delta, U ah.

And coul d you state your father's nane?

James H Cottfredson, Sr. He was born in Salina, Wah, in
1901 on April 7.

And what was your nother's full name, including her mnaiden

nanme?

M/ nother's name was Orena Law Cottfredson. She was born

on June 24, 1900, in Beaver, U ah.

What was your father's occupation?

My father was a businessman and was involved in the

devel oprment of a store business going as far back as 1917.
He first worked for a store as a stocking clerk in Salina,
U ah, as a young man, and then later noved to Delta, U ah,

where he and 2 brothers-in-law set up the first business

that he was involved in. They had a neat market and a

men' s haberdashery. Later, when the banks closed in WUah,

and particularly in that Sevier County area of Uah, they

were forced to close down because even though they had the

noney in the bank to pay their bills and were owed noney by

people who had noney in the bank, nobody could pay

anybody's bills.

Because the bank was broke?

Because the bank went broke.

When was that ?

That woul d have been in 1925.

So you spent your first years over in Sevier County, U ah?

No, | spent ny first 3 years in Delta, Wah A Mllard

County. At the age of 3 years and about 6 nonths ny

parents, because of the circunstances we just tal ked about,

noved out to Pioche, and there ny father set up another

l[ittle business that was a successor to the business that

had gone down in Delta. It was called the Rochdale Store.
| have no idea where that name cane from But shortly

after having set up and gone into business in Pioche, again

with a neat market, things got kind of tough there and they

weren't well enough capitalized to nmake it work. M/ dad

actually took out a bankruptcy in 1927 or '28 in Pioche,

and then, wth a loan from ny nother's father, ny

grandfather Law, of $500 and in ny nother's nane, they
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reestablished the business in Pioche, and it was then
called Jimy's Pioche Cash and Carry.
That was in 1928. During the years '28 to '31 they were in
business in Pioche and expanded that neat nmarket to a
grocery store. My father did well enough to stay alive
busi ness-wise in the community by cultivating the business
of the restaurants there for neat and grocery products.
Then in 1931 he had an opportunity to buy a store in Ca-
liente, and by this time, of course, the so-called G eat
Depression had set in. The mning wasn't so good in Pioche
and the railroading was less than it had been, but those
people who were enployed on the railroad got paychecks
every nmonth, so there was a source of incone in Caliente
that didn't exist at the tinme in Pioche. So in 1932 ny
nother ran, for 2 years, the Pioche store and ny dad ran
the Caliente store. He'd commute back and forth between
Caliente and Pioche in an old Mddel A 2-door coupe.
You were living in Pioche?
W were living in Pioche.
What was the store in Caliente called?
I'm not sure what Ben Douglas called it; it was a store
that was owned by a person by the nanme of Ben Dougl as who
ny father had worked with previously over in Delta, and who
also had noved out to Nevada and established this little
busi ness. And about that tine Ben devel oped cancer and
things got pretty rough for him He had no way to sell the
busi ness; there was nobody that could really buy the
business from him but he knew ny dad and had a world of
trust in him and he got ahold of Dad and Dad went down and
visited with him Ben wanted to go back to New York where
his people were; he wanted to die in New York. He didn't
want to die out in the Wst. So he worked out a deal for
ny dad where Dad woul d pay him so nmuch every quarter or so,
and they took an inventory and they depreciated the
inventory to where it was an absolute safe bet for ny
father and that's what the business was sold for to ny dad.
And that's how he cane to be in the clothing business as
wel |l as groceries and a neat narket.
What was going on in Uah in 19257 Apparently the banks
went broke there before the great crash, didn't they?
Yes, they did.
What was happeni ng there?
They went into a decline that was just inpossible, alnost.
M/ nother's father had a business in Delta, and after he
| oaned ny parents $500 to start this other little business
out in Pioche again (which they eventually paid back to
hinm), he wound up getting in trouble and the Internountain
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Association of Credit man cane in and closed his business
down. So they all had problens. This was a tough tine.
What was goi ng on then?
In the Delta area A Delta being the delta area of the
Sevier River A previous to '25 they were growing alfalfa
seed. They did a lot of raising of alfalfa and selling of
the seed fromalfalfa. But everything got into an upheaval
at about that tinme and the econony just went right out the
wi ndow. They couldn't sell the seed. Even though they had
the alfalfa, there was no market for hay. It just wasn't
an econony that survived well. M/ grandfather nanaged to
stay in business there for several years after that.
Coul d you state his full nane?
Robert J. Law. And he did business as RJ. Law and
Conpany. He ultimately did go broke and then things
started to pick up again as the Depression wore on in the
*30s, and he went back into the business. He was in
busi ness there until the tine of his death in 1944.
How di d your father happen to go to Pioche?
He was on his way to Las Vegas, believe it or not.
Now, what year was that?
That was in early 1927. They came out via the route that
is now Hghway 6, that runs fromDelta across to Ey. And
at Major Station they turned south and cane down to Pioche,
and were actually headed for Las Vegas. Wen they stopped
in Pioche, ny dad got to nosing around and he found a
little niche. There wasn't really a good service in the
comunity for a neat narket and he had sonme background and
expertise as a butcher, so he started the store there as
Jimy's Pioche Cash and Carry. That opened in April of
1927.
There was a period of time during those years of '29 and
30 A and | think this is a nice little story that should
be known A when business was so tough in Pioche, with the
recession setting in, that things were really getting hard.
M/ not her baked several dozen doughnuts in her kitchen
every norning. She brought them out and set them on the
front counter in Jimy's Cash and Carry, and there were
days on end when that was the only thing that sold and the
only cash flow that was created in that store. But it kept
t hem af | oat .

| renmenber that store really very well. M father carried
a line of turntable phonographs A the |abel nane was
Colunbia, as | recall. | can renenber being in the store,
and them playing records, and one of ny favorite records
that | remenber very well was "The dd Rock Candy
Mount ai n. " | have a copy of the words of that in ny
possession. It's been sonething that | always remenbered A
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being a little shaver of 4 or 5 years old, sitting in the
store and listening to these phonographs.

Wre they selling the phonographs there?

They sold several of them and one of the couples that
bought one of themwas Jimand Berine Hults. Jim Sr., was
a mning man; he did a lot of contract mning and worked in
the district there. And Berine was a real lovely sweet

housewi fe and not her. And they bought one of those old
stand- up phonographs, | renmenber. There were several that
sold in the comunity. And they used the big, heavy, thick
plate records A really heavy ones. This was after the

tubul ar type [cylinders] but before the thin plates that we
remenber .

Wiere did your father get the stock for the store?

Supplies cane principally out of Salt Lake Gty, Wah. The
Union Pacific at that time nmaintained a freight service
system what they called LCB [Local Call Business]. Hs
shi pmrents would conme out of Salt Lake and would arrive in
Pioche the next day, after the car had been sw tched out
and sent to Pioche from Caliente on the old Pioche I|ine.
Essentially he got 24-hour delivery by the railroad.

There was one particular restaurant in Pioche at the tinme
and it's been there through all of the years. It's still
there, and that's the Silver Cafe.

Is it the one on the corner?

No, it's right across the street from the Leader store.
The corner is where the old Roy Or Garage was where you
turned to go north towards E'y, uptown. This is the next
door up the street. And that was right next door to where
ny father's business was.

X, comng down the street, his was on the left, 3 doors up
fromthe corner.

Yes. There was a break between the buildings and there was
a stairway that came down off the back hillside, fromthe 2
streets above the back. Johnny Papki was the proprietor of
the Silver Cafe during those years. Johnny and ny dad kind
of |iked each other and Johnny started buying his groceries
and his nmeat from Dad and was really one of the better
custoners he had in the town because of the volune of usage
of groceries and everything. And Johnny Papki played a
part in our life for quite a lot of years after that. Wen
Dad closed the Pioche store and consolidated everything
into Caliente, Papki was still in business in Pioche. But
shortly thereafter, he came to Caliente and set up a
restaurant in Caliente.

In addition to Pioche?

No, he closed that one. This was about '32, "33, along in
t here. Things really were tough in the mning towns at
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that tine. Again, while there wasn't a whole lot of
enpl oynent, at |east people were steadily enployed on the
railroad and there was a paycheck every nonth. Johnny cane
to Caliente and set up, and again becanme a very good
custonmer of ny father's through the years there. He cane

into the store, and | don't know exactly when this was
probably '36, he cane into the store one Saturday afternoon
late and he said, "Jimy, | think | owe you sonme noney."

Dad | ooked up his account at the store and he had a little
bill there, and he paid ny dad off, and the next norning he
was gone. There were others there who didn't get paid off
but that friendship of years caused him to not want to
| eave owi ng ny dad.

Do you know where he went?

| don't know where he went. He cane back to Pioche severa
years later, and again established a little business.

Anot her restaurant?

Yes. But he didn't last too long and then was gone. He
was back in Pioche when | noved to Pioche and opened a
store up there in 1948. So during the latter '40s and
early years during the '50s he was back in Pioche with a

restaurant. But then he left town again in the mddle of
the night and we never heard from him again. | have no
idea where he went or whatever. But he was a colorful

person and was part of the fabric of our lifetine.

Wen | was a kid, probably when | was 6 or 7 years of age
in Pioche (now this was during Prohibition), it was quite

wel | known that Johnny was handling the glassware A the
flasks and the bottles A for the l|ocal people who were
brewing. And as a kid, after the big weekend, Friday night
and Saturday night, | would go out Sunday and gather up al
the old enmpty whiskey flasks that | could find and take
themin to John Papki, and they were worth a nickel apiece.
That was pretty good noney for those days.

That was good noney. Dd you know John Franks? I
i nterviewed him

You did? Before he died?

Right. | had a good interview w th him

Vel |, Johnny and his sister Dolly lived at the top of the
hill where that stairway went up fromthe back of the store
that | was talking about. He and | were very close
friends. He was 3 or 4 years older than |, but Johnny nade

ny first kite and helped ne sail it, and he nmade ny first
pair of barrel stave skis and helped nme learn to ski on
t hem

I's that right?

Barrel staves and siding slats.

Descri be how you did it.
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Wl |, barrel staves are curved so all there was to it was
to take a barrel stave and fasten about a 5- or 6-foot
pi ece of siding off of a house that already had the groove
in it and fasten that with nails to the barrel stave and
then you'd cone back to about where you wanted your feet
and he'd nail a piece of leather belt across the top for
you to slip your shoe into. Al the kids had barrel stave
skis in Pioche at that time. W got a |ot nore snow then
Where did you ski?

Behind the old A S. Thonpson building, where the nmuseumis
now, angling up the hill toward the streets up above, was
quite an area. Wien snows were deep you could get a pretty
good ski comng off down through behind those buildings.
W didn't go out of town or up on the nountains or anything
like that, it was always just around town, but we had
barrels of fun as kids.

What did you use for pol es?

Ch, ol d broom handl es.

Is that right? John wote sone really interesting stories,

kind of Mark Twain-li ke, about his cousin Bud. Bud was
kind of the Huck Finn and the protagonist, always |eading
the boys into sone kind of devil nent. Do you recall that
at all?
No. I've not read what he has witten. | would love to
read it.

| hope that we're going to be able to publish it, because
t hey' re wonderful stories.

He was a really nice guy. He was a nice kid as a kid and
he grew up to be a nice man and he was a lifelong friend to
the day he died. V¢ never mssed an opportunity to get
t oget her.

You started school in Pioche then, did you?

| did, in 1929.

Wiere was the school? And can you tell nme a little bit
about what it was |ike?

Vell, ny first grade teacher, Gace Devlin, was ]ust
beautiful. She was the love of ny life, no question about
it. Shortly after I was a kid in school there, she married
Dr. MCall

Was he the | ocal physician?

He was the local dentist. Hs father was the |[ocal
physi ci an. Tecunseh, | think was his nanme, Tecunseh
MCall. And the dentist was Quanah MCall.

I's that right?

Yes, this famly all had Indian nanes. They cane out of
&l ahoma, | think, where they had been involved in sone
m xed br eedi ng.

X, so they were part |ndian?
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There was sonme Indian strain in their blood. In fact, Dr.
MCall, the old man, and Dr. Hastings in Pioche were in
attendance with ny father when he cane down with what is
generally referred to as juvenil e di abetes, although he was
at that tinme 22 or 23 years old. H's pancreas just quit on

hi m | can renenber a story that he told many times A he
went into what they call a diabetic coma, because he had
such tremendously high blood sugar that it was killing him

He said he could renmenber hearing the voices and the
people in the room but he couldn't nove, he couldn't do
anything. He said he renenbered one of the doctors saying
to the other, "Wll, | don't know what's going on here
he's obviously going to die if we don't do sonething.” And
between them they decided to give him a shot of that new
stuff that had just been put on the narket a couple of
years previously that was called insulin. And they did
give hima shot of insulin and he told ne that 40 or 50
mnutes afterward he was sitting on the edge of the bed
talking with them It was that dramatic.

Is that right? But they figured out what was wong wth
him That's pretty remarkable, isn't it?

Yes it is. The old man was an all-around doctor. He did
teeth, he did eyes A he did whatever you needed to have
done, he took care of it for you.

And probably a pretty good job, too.

A very good physician, very good. And Dr. Hastings also
was a good physician in the town.

D d they have a hospital in Pioche?

Not at that tinme, no. Years later the mning conpany put
together a clinic type thing in Pioche. The old Dr. MCal
and his son had an office up this street fromthe nuseum on
the sane side of the street. Just about up to where you
turned to go up to that first street, there was a little
bui | di ng where he had his doctor's office.

What happened to a person who got bedfast or needed
hospitalization?

They just took care of themthe best way they coul d.

They didn't go to the hospital in those days, then?

No. The railroad always naintained a physician and a
facility in Caliente and on occasion, if required, they
woul d take them down to that facility in Caliente. Now,
don't remenber exactly when this started, but it used to be
in years gone by that if there wasn't nedical services for
a problem in Lincoln County, people quite often went over
to Cedar Gty, Wah, to get nedical help

K Now, where was your father getting his beef? Ws he
buying it locally?

He was buying fromlocal ranchers out in Ursine and .
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Do you renenber who at all or anything?

VWl |, the dinghouse people. Now, |I'mnot certain of that,
because the old man Ainghouse also had a neat market in
Pi oche.

Oh, there were 2 neat narkets?

Yes. They had a ranch out in the Wlson Muntain area. A
lovely ranch A | renenber being there on 2 or 3 occasions A
and they raised cattle out there and brought them in to
Pioche for marketing. There were people out in Eagle
Valley A Hammonds . . . |I'm sure his sources were |ocal
out in the outlying areas.

Wul d he buy the whol e beef?

Yes, he bought the beef in halves. A little story that ny
not her used to tell was that in the neat market in Pioche,
not too long after we arrived there, we had a neat cutter
working in the butcher shop who had red hair. (The neat
cutter had to have been in Delta, because ny brother, who
was 3 years younger than |, was born in Delta, but we had
just noved to Pioche when he was born.) Sonebody asked ny
nmot her where her son got that red hair, and she said well,
we had a neat cutter there in the grocery store who had red
hair. It was kind of a standing famly joke.

[ Laughs]
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There were a couple of old-tiners in Pioche that | renmenber
so well who probably ought to be nmade nention of at this

point. | don't knowif you' ve heard the name "Ma Steward?”
That name rings a faint bell. Maybe John Franks .

pl ease tell ne about her.

Vell, Ma Steward had 3 sons, Jack and George and the
younger one, | can't say his nane right now One of the
boys was ny age. In later years, after | went back to
Pioche with the store in the '"40s and early '50s, | had
sonme very close contact with Ma Steward relative to her
hi story and background. It turns out that her maiden nane

was Kiksmller and she had been raised at a spring and

ranch out near Pony Springs, if you know where Pony Springs

is.

No, | don't.

It's about 29 mles north of Pioche on the highway to Ely.
O course the tinme I'm tal king about now was back at the

turn of our century, the end of the 1800s and previous to

that. Ma Steward's famly lived out there and they were a

little bit nefarious. No one ever knew where they cane
from nor why, and they settled out in the area where they
were and there were runors A and all it would be were

street rumors A that there was sonme rustling and other
things that they mght well have taken credit for. She was
a tough old girl. | mean, she was really a tough one.

One time, after she got married and had her famly and was
in Pioche, in the late '20s, she had sone old tin shacks
that sat off to the side of the road that went down in
front of what is now the power and I|ight building. Then
she owned a nicer hone on the corner, the first street
down. She used to rent those old tin shacks to the mners
who were enployed in the mne. And one of themdidn't pay
his rent one tinme and kept putting her off and putting her
of f, and she got nad and she took a shovel to him

Beat himup with it? [Chuckl es]

She woul d have. But he ran up the hill there and craw ed
up on top of a telephone pole. Cawled right up the
t el ephone pole to get out of reach, so she couldn't reach
hi m And she says, "You s.o.b., I'll fix you." And she
went back down to the house and got her ax and was about to
cut him down when the local sheriff showed up and he took
care of it. [Laughter]

That's funny.

But she carried a pistol on her hip until 1948, '49. She
was from the old school where you packed your weapon on
your hip and took care of your problens if you needed to.
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| can renenber her in Pioche in 1948 and '49, right after
|'d noved up there and reopened the Pioche store. She was
on the street and you' d see her there with her six-gun in a
hol st er.

I's that right? You know, | think she is a character in one
of John Franks' stories.

She very likely could be.

The boys had decided they wanted to have a mne, as kids.
So they're out and they dug a big hole Ait was going to be
their clubhouse and all that. It was pretty deep and
ever yt hi ng. They tenporarily lost interest in it, and
after a period of tine they went back to reactivate their
thing and cone to find out M Steward had placed her
out house over their hole. And he said they didn't dare
chal | enge her. [ Chuckl es]

Yes. Nobody woul d chal l enge Ma Steward. She was quite a
character. Just the nenories . . . and then having been
able to visit wth her in the '50s when she was really an
ol d woman, and spend sone tinme with her and have her rel ate
things to ne that one just couldn't believe.

One story she told ne was out at the Atlanta Mne district
north of Pioche. You go up to Pony Springs and turn east

across the valley and go on up over the top of the hill and
down on the other side, and that was the Atlanta Mning
district. It first started up around 1910. They were

| ooking for gold out there and there were sone tent shacks
where they built rock walls and put tents over the top of
them about the only creature conforts there were were
these tent things. One of them had been converted into a
bar, which was natural and normal. And the owner and his
wife were having problens with each other apparently, and
she told a story of being there in the bar (or at |east she
knew what was going on), and she said that the husband was
telling his patrons at the bar that he had had about all he
was going to take fromthat old lady and said, "In fact, |
think 1'll take care of it right now" He picked up a
shotgun from behind the bar and wal ked out to go over to
his tent.
What he didn't know was that his wife had just been com ng
in when he was doing all this talking about what he was
going to do, and heard him She went back to their tent
and got a six-gun and as he cone through the flap of the
tent, she let himhave it. The story Ma related to ne was
she got several shots into him before he got to the floor
And it happens that he is the only man in the cenetery at

Atl anta now. And his brag to his custonmers was, "I think
"1l go home and start a cenetery."”
No ki ddi ng?
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Yes. So he went hone and he started a cenetery. He's the
only one who was ever buried there.

So the canmp didn't really last that long, did it?

It was very short-lived. It was nonproductive ore until
many years |ater. But, those were the kind of characters
who used to be around Pioche at that tine.

Do you recall any other stories, or any other characters?

| can renmenber an old fellow nanmed Joe MDernott who |ived
on a spring out about 12, 13 mles north of Pioche, on the
west side. And off to the left of the highway up in the
foothills there's a little spring up there now M/ dad,
being in the nmeat narket and grocery business in town, had
known him quite well. W went out in the old '29 or '28
Model A Roadster one day. H's place was fenced w th barbed
wire around it. W cone to the gate, and it was one those
| et-down kind of gates. Dad said, "Now, just everybody sit
inthe car here. 1'll be back in just a mnute."

He got up and went to the gate and called him by nane, and
here he cane out of his old cabin with his rifle laid
across his arm Hs eyesight had failed a little by this
time, at least at that distance, and he walked out and
said, "Wo isit? Wois it?"

And ny dad said, "It's Jimy, from Pioche."

And he said, "Ch, cone on in, conme on in."

So we let the gate down and went on in and that cabin that
he had had a lean-to on the back of it and the front part
of it was nade out of cedar posts with flattened-out five-
gallon cans split open and nailed to the sides, and that
was also the way he'd nmade his roof. The floor was dirt,
and he had an old record player, simlar to this one.

K, with the big horn on it.

Yes, with the big horn on it. As | recall that afternoon
out there, he kept that thing wound up and kept putting new
tubes on it and the nusic was blaring and everybody was
having a good tine, and it was a good old visit. He t ook
ny dad out; he said, "Conme with nme, Jimy." | tagged al ong
behind and we went around the back where this lean-to was
and he had a couple of nice big buck deer strung up. He
wanted Dad to see what he had out there.

Yes. It had probably been poached out of season.

Oh, sure. He had the spring up in the foothills there on
the property he was occupying and they cane down there. He
was a crazy old fellow wth a big full-blow handl ebar
nmoust ache, and he | ooked |ike sonmebody you'd expect to find
behind a marshall's badge or sonmething like that. He was
that tall, staunch, stalwart type.

Had he been a m ner?
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| really don't know what he had been or where he canme from

| wouldn't even hazard a guess. He could have been an
outlaw, he could have been anything. | have a picture or
two on ny wall in the office in here that | bought at an

art show because they remnded nme so much of what |
remenber Joe McDernott | ooking Iike.

What do you recall about the business aspects of running a
store in Pioche, and that your dad operated there prior to
when you opened your store?

Vell, in those late '20s and early '30s, everything was
cash and carry. In fact, the store in Pioche was called
Jimy's Pioche Cash And Carry.

There was no credit?

No. And that went on wuntil after he got down into
Caliente, but he was not making noney in Caliente. On
several occasions he told nme that he got to thinking about
how they could inprove their business a little bit and
bring up the cash flow and finally he decided, "Well, I'm
going to start offering credit to those people that are
credit-worthy in the comunity.”" And that year, which was
1934, he made a profit, and he never had a year that he
didn't nmake a profit any year after that. It was that
switch fromtotal cash and carry to a credit type operation
that created the additional volune he needed to nake the
difference between a profit and a |oss. That made the
difference in the volune in business and the cash flow that
put himon a profitable side. And even though every year A
and | don't ever renenber a year in the store that he
didn't (or we didn't as the case may be, after | got
involved with it) A have sone credit |osses, charge-offs,
the increased volune was sufficient to carry those |osses

and still make a profit.
Were nost people pretty good about payi ng?
Yes.

When did they pay?

Cenerally, the railroad paid every 2 weeks. They' d get
their paychecks on, like, the 15th and the first. And
there wasn't a bank in Caliente. The old Bank of Pioche in
Pioche carried the nerchants along up there, and Dad did
sone business with the Bank of Pioche after he noved to
Caliente. In fact, | have a note here from Dan Ronnow who
managed the bank there at that tinme, [attached to] a paid-
off note, expressing regret that he hadn't been able to get
together with the board and put together a loan of an
addi tional amount of noney that ny father wanted to do
sonething wth. But he certainly did appreciate the fact
that what he had gotten had been paid off in a tinely
manner and everything was just fine.
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But Dad would act as the Caliente bank at payday tinme. He
al ways drove to Pioche, got enough cash at the bank to
bring down and have cash on hand in the Caliente store so
that when those people got paid they knew they could cone
into his store, pay their bill and get their cash. It
worked out very well. In fact Dad was a pseudo-bank there
for any nunber of years.

Oh, that's interesting. And what was the nane of the store
in Caliente?

It becane CGottfredson's Departnent Store. After Dad bought
the store from Ben Douglas in 1931 or '32, he changed the
nane from whatever Ben had been calling it and it becane
just "CGottfredson's."

And where was it |ocated?

The first store building was the last building on the end
towards the depot on the business side of the railroad
tracks up there.

X, that big, long .

It was a 2-story building, on the end, and the store was in
the bottom The building was owned | think by Press
Duffin, Sr. | think ny dad rented the ground floor and
Press had apartnents upstairs that were occupi ed.

What was he paying for rent, do you know?

| really haven't any idea. It couldn't have been too much
A $100, $150 a nonth or sonething like that.

What kind of a margin did a store like that operate on in
t hose days? | nean, what was the markup and so on?

| didn't conme into it until after he got out of the grocery
business. Goceries are notoriously short on margin. You
have to do a lot of volume in groceries to nake any net
profits. That's one reason why the grocery part of the
business nelded very well wth the haberdashery, or the
clothing side, when Dad took the Caliente store and
conbined it all. In those days, a third of the selling
price in men's wear would be your markup. And wonen's
hi gh-style or fashion-type stuff would probably be a |onger
margin than that. Wrk pants and bib overalls and things
that the working man wore, and shoes, carried a little |ess
of a margin of profit. For groceries, | think 8 to 12
percent was the nost you got.

Later, when | cane into the business and we didn't have the
grocery side of it, always every year we would shoot to do
about 40 percent in our average markup. So 40 percent of
the selling price would be our mark-on. And by the tinme we
reconciled, took inventory, marked down soiled nerchandi se,
covered our |osses from theft A and you always had
pilferage, even in those days A if we got below a third
operating profit, we becane worried. VW knew we had a
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probl em As long as we were above 33-1/3 percent and

upwards towards that 40 percent average we shot for we knew

we weren't |osing too nuch.

How di d you know what grocery itens to buy?

W always carried the staple kind of things |ike canned

goods, which cane in cans just like they do now. He'd buy

Carnation nmilk, for instance A | remenber a lot of that. |

remenber string beans, carrots, all the stuff that you can

buy in a grocery store alnost today. They were the staple

itens that peopl e needed.

There weren't prepared foods in those days, were there,

like there are now?

No, everything was pretty much in the can. Before the

Pi oche Power and Light Conpany started generating power in

Pi oche, they had gas lanterns that hung up on hooks on the

ceiling throughout the store, and they'd punp them up in

the evening and |ight them W always stayed open until

| ate.

When did you open in the norning?

They generally would open the store at 8:00 in the norning,

and it would be open until well after dark every night.

That was 6 days a week. They weren't open on Sunday.

Now, how | ong was the store in business in Pioche?

From 1927 until 1932 A 5 years. There was a little |onger

than a year that he had stores both in Pioche and Caliente.
But in 1932 he surveyed what he had done that year and he

said, "Vll, I"'mlosing |less noney in Caliente than | amin
Pioche,” so he <closed the Pioche store and brought
everything to Caliente. And that's when the grocery store
started in Caliente. Prior to that it had just been

cl ot hing and shoes and this kind of thing.

By groceries you al so nean neat.

Ch, yes.

Wul d he do the butchering, too?

No, we had a real fine gentleman who Dad hired who was
working on the railroad and had butchering experience in
his background, a fellow by the nanme of H Thonpson. As
you do business in Caliente, you'll hear that name a |ot.
H becane very, very instrunmental in that community through
the years until his death about 12, 14 years ago. He had
conme out of |Idaho and had gone to work on the railroad on a
section gang because he had had a bad back and his doctor
told himthe only way he was ever going to whip that bad
back was to get in and work it so hard that it got well.
So he went onto a section gang on the railroad and was
working with ties and various rails and heavy work. Then
his back got better and he decided he'd like to get into
sonething a little |less strenuous. How they got together |

Jim Gottfredson 14



JG

never did know, but he and Dad got together and Dad hired
him probably in 1934. And then he was our butcher unti
Dad closed the butcher shop and the grocery store in 1942
in Caliente.

Wiy did he do that?

Vell, the war had cone on and availability of nmaterials,
food and all of this stuff, was very difficult. Mar gi ns
were narrow. You didn't have a lot of slippage. The Shel
Gl distributor there, who was a gentleman by the nane of
Art Centry, had decided to nove to Fallon. Apparently he
got a Shell QI distributorship in Churchill County, or up
in that area. He wanted out of the one in Caliente, so ny
father bought it fromhim That was in 1941. Then in 1942
when he closed the grocery store H bought the Shel
distributing system from ny father and he was the Shell
distributor in Caliente for the rest of his life. That was
heating oils and gas and so on.

Wiy did your father keep the clothing part of the store
going after '42?

That was his favorite business. Back in Uah he had worked
for Ben Douglas, the guy who cane out to Caliente later
Many tinmes he told us about when he set up the Rochdal e
store in Delta. They didn't have enough noney to stock the
store, but they would get old enpty boxes and put them up
on the shelf and turn them upside down. | f sonebody cane
in and wanted a shirt, they could go right to the box that
had the shirts in it and pull it out of all of the enpty
ones. That's how he kept his store looking like it was
very well stocked and nanaged to build the business unti

t he banks cl osed.

Let ne just back up and nmake sure |'ve got it straight.
Your dad started off in Salina.

Yes; he worked for a business there. This was prior to
Wrld War | when he was just a young kid of 16. And then
he noved to Delta.

And did he have his own store there?

Vell, he worked for Ben Douglas in Delta for a period of
time. Then he and his partners started in the neat narket
business with what they called the Rochdale. The Rochdal e
was a neat market operation and it was the residue of that,
after the closing of the banks in Delta, that he cane to
Pi oche.

X, and he took that nane, Rochdale, to Pioche.

Yes. But that didn't last long. | think that only |asted
about 6 nonths before he was in trouble financially to the
point where he had to take out this bankruptcy that |
nmenti oned earlier. Then when he re-started his business
with a loan of $500 fromhis father-in-law, ny grandfather,
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he changed the nane from Rochdale to Jimmy's Pioche Cash
And Carry.
If he went bankrupt early on, what nmade him think that he
could nake a go of it with a second start?
| really don't know all of the particulars. I think when
they noved out to Pioche they were so nearly out of noney
that they just didn't have the capability to cope with it.
There were 2 partners in that business with him one of
thema brother-in-law and another a very close friend A Don
CGram and Ray Tozer. Ray Tozer was married to ny father's
sister A ny Aunt and Uncle Tozer. And Don Cram and his
wife were very, very close friends of theirs, so Don and
Ray and ny dad were the ones who opened the neat market in
Delta and ran it as the Rochdal e. Then things went down
there and | think it just about bled them white. So when
they noved to Pioche they didn't have the wherewithal to
get the start and really get going with it. So when the
bankruptcy was taken out that elimnated the 2 partners.
The new store was opened in ny nother's nanme as the
proprietor because he couldn't qualify with anybody because
of the bankruptcy.
So he went full, not Chapter 11
It was a wpeout. And it wasn't by choice; it was by
virtue of the fact that he owed some creditors and there

was no other way. It was the only route he had to go.

When did the famly nove down to Caliente?

W noved down there in April of 1932. I was in the third
gr ade.

You were very young when you left Pioche, then, weren't
you? Do you recall anything el se about Pioche? Ws there
a novie theater there then?

Yes, there was, the old Gem Theater. | recall nuch about
Pi oche. | renmenber Saturday night parties. The theater
had a big neeting hall/dance hall type thing in the top
floor, and the theater was down on the ground floor. These
parties went on from Friday through Saturday on the
weekends, and | can renmenber that old building just rocking
and rolling wth people up there dancing and enjoying
t hensel ves. There were mners and everybody. That old
building up there had a great big potbellied coal-fire
stove, and it would get cherry-red. That's what they used
for heat up there in the wintertine. How they ever kept it

from burning down I'Il never know The building still
stands and it still is a theater, | think.
Yes, | think so. Dd they have those parties when the

novi es were showi ng downstairs? It nust have been quite a
thing to be watching a novie downstairs with this wld

party .
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| don't recall, honestly. But | do renmenber they held sone
hel i sh parties up there. Pioche was a party town. The
mning man i s a hard-working man and then he plays, and he
plays just as hard as he works. He doesn't know any
difference. \Watever he does, it's hard A he goes all the
way with it. They always had big tines.

| can renenber several fight cards. In the summertine
they'd put a big ring alongside of what's now a Christian
church up there, and they had these fight cards on Saturday
ni ght . Most of the guys that fought in there were these
m ners. They played that hard, worked that hard, and then
they wanted to fight.

It was outdoors?

Yes. O course this was only in the sumertinme, because
the weather normally wouldn't let you do that in Pioche in
the wintertine. But there were sone really beautiful fight
cards that were produced in Pioche at that tine. They
brought mners in fromup in the Ely district and all over
the place A fighters.

Then as the Depression took hold, mning just kind of
dropped out there, didn't it? )

It did. In the early '"30s it began to really drop A after
1930. It was that year, '30 to '31, when Dad was operating
both stores. Wen he got through with 1931, as he told ne,
"I decided that | was losing |ess noney in Caliente than |
was in Pioche, so | better consolidate the stores into
Caliente." He was hoping that bringing the grocery part
into it would add enough volume and so forth to nmake it
wor K.
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CHAPTER THREE

|'ve had a chance to rethink about the clothing that was in
the store in Pioche. This is sonmething ny father told ne
in confidentiality and I want to tell it in a way that
isn't offensive to anyone who mght still be surviving up
t here. The Leader store across the street from where ny
father had his grocery store carried no groceries, no
nmeat s. They <carried clothing, shoes, all the other
paraphernalia that humans need, but they didn't carry
groceries. Wen ny father started doing business in the
grocery business up there and it became quite evident that
he was getting along well wth it, GCohen, who was the
proprietor of the Leader store, decided he would like to be
in the grocery business and participate conpetitively in
that business. M dad, of course, was a little bit peeved
by the fact that all of a sudden he had sone conpetition
that he hadn't desired, but he got to thinking about it and

he said, "Wll, | guess the way to fight fire is wth
fire." So that's when he started to put a few clothing
items into the store in Pioche, which becane conpetitive
then with the Leader store. | had forgotten about that.

The reason that | renenber now that they did have clothing
is that | renenber a couple of wonen stealing a couple of
dresses one day. I think they went in the dressing room

and they put these dresses on and then put their other
dress on on top of it and they were trying to get out of

the store without paying for the dresses. M dad and nom
caught them and they took them back into their bedroom

which was right at the back end of the store in the
apartnment behind the store where we lived, and nade them
di srobe. There was quite a stink about it. | may be short

of the whole truth of everything, but that's what causes ne
to remenber that there was clothing in that store.

Was there quite a bit of stealing?

Not really. This was an isolated incident.

How about kids shoplifting?

You know, | really don't know. W had .22 bullets, we had
amunition, we had all kinds of stuff in that store as |

recall, and | presunme that on occasi on sonething m ght have
gotten lifted. But | don't know specifically. | was too
young; | wasn't involved to the point of

Sure. Do you recall who the supplier out of Salt Lake was?

John Scowcroft and Conpany was one of the big suppliers out
of QOgden, U ah.

Scowcroft was the clothing distributor?

Yes. | don't know who the firnms were that supplied him
with groceries out of Salt Lake. Stravel | Paterson was
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probably one of them A that was a big whol esal e concern.
There were a lot of them up there, [including] Ceorge A
Lowe and Conpany.

When you bought froma supplier was it cash with the order
or was it 30 days due, or how did they work that?

Wth groceries, nornmally you had a 10-day due with a one
percent discount or a half a percent discount or something
like that, net due in 15 days. Cothing generally was
billed at 1 or 2 percent discount if paid by the 10th of
the followi ng nonth, and due 90 days. But you could buy on
credit.

When you were unable to pay in 90 days, what happened?
That's when the Internountain Association of Cedit nen
cane out to talk to you

And who were they, now?

They were an association of nmen who were all heads of the
distribution conpanies in the Salt Lake Gty and Qgden,
Ut ah, area. If you got seriously behind, they shut you
down. In fact, that's what happened when ny father had to
t ake t he bankruptcy.

How would they shut you down? Wuld they take you to
court?

Yes, and force you into a bankruptcy situation or put the
squeeze on you until you had to find a way to raise the
nmoney to pay themoff.

So they woul d physically pay you a visit.

Yes. In fact, | have the records of one of those visits in
that particular instance with ny father. | have quite a
lot of things that pertain to the business back through
those years because he was a squirrel and kept a l|ot of
that stuff, and | canme by it and I'ma squirrel and [|'ve
kept it, too.

Yes, |I'mthe same way. Wat else do you recall as a young
lad living in Pioche? What do you recall about the
communi ty?

It was an interesting town. School kids wal ked down the
street from uptown towards the school below town in the

nor ni ngs. On the right-hand side, about halfway down,
there was an old rock building with a pitched roof on it
and sone trees alongside of it, | renenber. A Chi naman
lived in there, and | don't renenber his nane. ['d cross

the street and go down instead of walking in front of his
house. The ol der kids were teasing himA they were bangi ng
on his door and kicking on his door and every once in a
while he'd pull open the door and he'd have a knife in his
hand, which was not to be used, it was just his way of
saying, "You guys get out of here." But it had nme spooked
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off to the point where I'd walk across the street rather
than wal k past in front of his house. [ Chuckles]

W always had a ot of snow every winter, and everybody had
tremendous fun in the snow.

There was a Chinatown there. Wile | was still quite young
(I didn't get involved in this until just about the tinme we
|left Pioche), we used to go to Chinatowmn to buy our
fireworks at the Fourth of July tine. They had genuine
inmported-fromChina firecrackers and rockets and stuff;
everybody bought their fireworks fromthe Chinanen.

There was a Japanese laundry alnost directly across that

main street from the Chinaman's house that | nentioned.
I'm not certain |I'm renmenbering the name right, but it
seens like it was Ishi. They had a couple of kids who were

in school there, and they were there for many years.

Were there Chinese children in the school ?

| don't renenber any Chinese children in the school. Isn't
that strange? But these Japanese children went to school
t here.

Do you renenber M ssy Wah at all?

Ch, M ssy Wh was ny dearest friend.

I's that right?

Yes. | remenber M ssy Wah when her husband first brought
her to Bristol Silver.

Is that right? Tell me about it.

It had to have been in the late '20s. | remenber ny nom
and dad and nyself and ny brother and sister being out
there in the old car that Dad had at the tinme, and driving
past and here was this young Chinese girl standing on the
front of the boardi nghouse A there was a porch along the
front of the boardinghouse. | renmenber them commrenting
that this was the lady that M. Wah just brought to the
United States from China as his wfe. And then | don't
remenber a whole |ot about her fromthat tine until later,
when | went back to Pioche in 1948. By then her husband
had passed on and she had taken over the building and the
food service that he had established at Caselton.

So it wasn't at Prince, it was at Caselton?

It was m dway between Caselton and Prince. And when | went

back to Pioche, | becane very active in the community; |
becane a nenber of the volunteer fire departnent and we
al ways had one annual party at Mssy Wah's pl ace. And

M ssy Wah shopped with nme in the store in Pioche when I
went back up there. There were just many, nmany occasions |
had to know of and be in her presence.

Years |ater, when | married Alyce and noved out here to
Boul der Gty, Alyce had sone friends who lived across the
street fromus, in another area A Bill and Candy. | had a
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notor hone when | married Alyce, and Bill got hold of his
friend's VHS canera. VW took the notor hone and nade a
trip up through Alano and H ko and then on up to Evy, and
then back around and out to the Lehman's Caves and then
back down and into Pioche, and spent a couple days in the

Pi oche area. And the mnute we pulled into Pioche, |
called Mssy Wah on the phone. | said, "Mssy Wah, this is
JimCGottfredson. Do you renenber ne?"

"Ch, yeah, | renmenber you. You nice boy. You a good boy.

You had store," and talked to nme in these terns. "
remenber you."

And | said, "Mssy Wah, 1've got sone friends with ne.
There are 6 of us. VW would like to cone out and have
dinner with you."

"Ch, | couldn't do that! I haven't been to the grocery
store, | don't have the food, | can't do that."

| said, "Ch, Mssy Wah, you would nmake ne so happy if you
could do just one dinner for ny friends and nysel f."

And finally she said, "Well, all right."

She gave ne the tine and in her way told nme when to cone
out there. And we did, that evening, about 6:00 or 7:00;
we went and had dinner wth her. My friend took this
canera and went all the way through and took filns of her
kitchen, back in the back and all the way through and took

pictures of her. And that tape is still sonmewhere.

Do you have it? I'd like to get a copy of that for
ar chi val purposes.

|'m going to have to figure where that . . . but it turned

out just great.

It's a tour of her hone.

No, her restaurant.

Ch A she was running a restaurant out between Prince and
Casel ton?

Ri ght. Her husband had had the boardi nghouse and
restaurant facilities under contract for the m nes. And
when he died, she took it over. By the tinme |I'm tal king
about the mnes were all closed dowmn and all she was doing
was special event dinners for people who wanted to do a
birthday party up there or for some reason a group would
get together and nmake plans. Usually they'd give her
several days or a week or two's noti ce. But | called her
that Saturday norning and she set it up for ne; she drove
into town and got the stuff. And that was the last tine |
saw her.

D d she cook American or Chi nese?

Ch, the finest Chinese food you' d ever want. She woul d
al so do a scrunptious steak

Was it really good?
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Excel | ent . She was known all over this part of the Wst
for the food that she served out there.

Oh, is that right? | didn't realize it.

Yes, that was her long suit.

Dd she learn to cook from Tom or did she bring it wth
her ?

| think she learned to cook from Tom She cane to this
country as a teenage bride. | don't really know what her
age was when she canme over here, but she was young, very
young. She probably brought some of the Ad Wrld skills
with her in cooking, some of the Chinese dishes and that
type of thing, but |I'm sure that she learned an awful | ot
from Tom too.

D d you know Ed Snyder?

Yes.
Tell nme about what you recall about him
Vel l, he was a forceful man.

He had Conbi ned Metals, didn't he?
Conbi ned Metals Reduction Conpany, vyes. Ed was based
really in Salt Lake Gty nore than he was out in Pioche
but he cane out there quite often. | can't right off the
top of ny head recall anything specific about anything that
ever happened around himor anything |ike that, except that
| remenber the man. And | renmenber that his position was
such that he carried a lot of weight around him and you
knew it. He had a younger brother who had problens wth
alcohol. He finally becane a nenber of AA and got hinself
straightened up and did real well, and he was around in
Pioche during the late '40s and the '50s when | had the
store in Pioche.
What about the Gemmlls, did you know themat all?
| knew Paul very well. | think the last tine | saw Paul
was on that sane trip when we had dinner with Mssy Wah. |
had these friends of ours in our notor hone out in the
Bristol Mne area and we were showing themthe big hole in
the ground that had caved in through the years gone by. W
were nessing around in there and Paul cane out of his house
and wal ked down and wanted to know what was going on. (He
didn't know who it was.) The mnute he saw who it was he
said, "Well, just be awful <careful, we don't have any
i nsurance to cover things that could go wong over there."
And | assured hi mwe woul d.
Was the hole that you' re tal king about at the Prince?
Yes. There's a cave-in there. They had gone in underneath
in the early years and stoped that all out underneath, and
then it kind of got abandoned and through the years it gave
way underneath and everything came in on top of it.
| interviewed his sister, Betty Genm || .
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The last time | saw her was in her little art shop there in
Pioche. A very nice lady. | knew the Genm ||l famly very
wel | .
When you noved to Pioche fromDelta (Delta's essentially an
LDS conmmunity) there weren't that many Mornons in Pioche at
that tine, or were there?
Yes.
There were. | just wonder if you felt any kind of a
di sjunction, or was there any kind of prejudice or anything
i ke that?
No. There were other faiths there, too. There was a
Catholic church in Caliente (there wasn't one in Pioche),
there was a Lutheran church and a Christian church in
Pi oche, but there was also a very healthy LDS church there.
M/ parents were direct descendants of famlies who were
recruited by the LDS faith and their m ssionaries and cane
to this country back in the 1840s and ' 50s.
Wiere did they cone fron? Are you Gernman?
No, |'m Dani sh. My great-grandfather was born in Denmark
in about 1802, and ny grandfather was born in Denmark in
about 1848. He had an ol der brother born in Denmark about
1846 and a younger brother than that born there about 1850.
They cane to this country in 1852. They mgrated into
Pennsyl vania to begin with and then started across the
Plains to join their Mrnon brethren out in the land of

Cod. And ny nother's famlies were both in the sane
situation; they came from England. There were 2 famli es,
the Laws and the Bickleys. They were both emgres from

England to this country in about the sane tine franme and

ci rcunst ance.

And they had all been converted by mssionaries in their

ori gi nal honel and?

Right. You hear a lot of talk about that, but, you know,

when you get back into the things that were prevalent in

the world at that tinme anong people, there was a |ot of

oppr essi on. There were a lot of people who just didn't

have any freedons or anyt hing.

O no opportunity.

No opportunity. And it wasn't only the Mrnons who were

recruiting as mssionaries in those years, there were all

of the faiths A the Catholics, the Christian Church A al

of the faiths were recruiting people fromthose sane areas.
And the lure of this wondrous, narvel ous place was beyond

control

| think they were a bit predi sposed to conme here before the

m ssi onari es even approached t hem

Oh, sure, if they could have found a way. The m ssionary

opened the door. But that's when they cane to this
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country. M great-grandnother died com ng across to U ah.
They got caught in a winter in about 1855, | think, on
their way across, in Mssouri. They went into wnter
quarters there. They had no noney and ny great-grandfat her
was out trying to nmake enough noney to keep themall alive,
and she died. She got one of the bad things that happened
at that time in the way of flu or sonething, and died on
the way across. He remarried later and had a second
famly. So there were 4 in ny grandfather's famly who
were full brother and sister, and then there were another 6
or 7 who were halfbrothers and -sisters. But all of them
were Cottfredsons.
Are they all in the Salt Lake area?
They're all over the western part of the United States now
Do you keep in touch with them nuch? )
Quite a bit. I have sonme famly in Newport Beach A | go
down and visit with them periodically. And | have sone
famly in Salt Lake Cty; | keep very closely in touch with
them These are cousins of mne.
So in 1932, | think you said, you noved to Caliente. That
was really kind of a big swwtch. Wat did you think about
novi ng down there? You would have been 9 years ol d.

| never considered it a problem | got a new group of
friends, | was in the third grade and started in the grade
school there and nade friends rather readily, and got
integrated real fast into the community. One of the
bi ggest things | renenber was these trenendously |oud steam
engines that rode up and down those tracks. One day we

were wal king up towards the corner drug store and one of
those big steam whistles let |oose over there on the
railroad tracks and ny little sister turned and broke and
ran for hone. I had a heck of a tine catching her. And
she was a little bitty thing, about 2 or 3 years old at the
time. But | renmenber the railroading and the railroad and
| renenber the people who were riding the rails, people who
were traveling throughout our country trying to find
sonething that they could subsist with or use to get going
agai n.

Were there a | ot of hobos com ng through Caliente?

On every train that canme to town. It didn't make any
difference if it was going east or west, they were all
| oaded with nmen who were struggling.

Where woul d they ride on the train?

The best possible spot was to find an enpty car and be able
to get inside of it and get out of the wind. But they rode
on the ladders, on the sides of the cars, the tops of the
cars . . . any place that they could get a secure enough
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hitch onto that car that they could ride it and stay wth
it and, of course, those rides were hours | ong.

| don't know how they did it.

| don't either. Down below Caliente on the side where the
business district is, there was a trenendous |arge area of
rabbit brush. Rabbit brush grows tall and willow and it
has a lot of yellow fluff up on the top of it, and that is
where those hobos nade their overnight stop. And they'd
canvass the town |ooking for work. Every day sonebody
woul d knock on the door, offering to cut wood for you for a
nmeal .

Is that right? They probably didn't find nmany takers, did
t hey?

| think you mght be surprised if you knew how nuch the
heart of Caliente opened up to many of these peopl e.

Is that right? They'd give them a Ilittle food or

sonet hi ng?

Yes, and get themon their way to another stop. M nom was
quite a girl. Somebody woul d knock on the door and they'd
say, "I'd like to chop sonme wood for you,” or "I'd like to
mow your lawn," or "I'd like to do whatever | can for you."
M/ nmom would say, "Well, just get out there and cut ne up
sone wood and I'Il figure out if | can pay you for it or

not," and they'd go out and chop up a day's worth of wood.
O course we all used wood stoves, both in the kitchen and
in the heating of the living room They'd chop up enough

wood for a day's supply and Mom woul d give them sonething

to eat. She'd fix them a nice sandwich or sonething to
hang ont o.

Wat was the attitude of the railroad toward people
hitching a ride?

Econom c circunstances at that tine were so severe and

there were so many people who had to get somewhere else in

order to try to get sonething going for thenselves, that

there really wasn't much of any way the railroad could

control it. They did try to inhibit it in every way that

they could. W've all seen the novies with the bulls, as

they called them who had bi g nightsticks.

Yes, you think about the hobos getting beat up.

Vel |, that happened, but it didn't happen very nuch, as I
remenber .

They ki nd of |ooked the other way?

They tried to. |  honestly think that the railroad
understood that they had problens. | never saw anybody get
beat or any real serious problens. The police in town were
very watchful. But, you know, nost of those people who

were traveling that way were just conmon, ordinary people;
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good people, really. They just had to have a break to get
off of that treadm || they were on

Wul d they have little canps down at the south end of town
like you see in the novies where they'd be cooking up a
communal pot of stew or sonething?

Yes, Miulligan stew or sonmething of that nature.

They were nostly male, weren't they?

Right. There were a lot of nen. In fact, | can't honestly
remenber any wonen. The wonen were hone trying to keep it
together while these guys were out trying to find a way to

keep it together. Those were tough tines, really tough
times.

Yes. | think it's hard for people nowadays to really
understand it.

They don't really understand it. Even 1, having seen it

and been involved in it when | was, as a young nman, don't
really understand it all.

| grew up with a kind of a Depression nentality fromny dad
al ways tal king about it, but | don't really appreciate it.

| had the advantage of being a preferred kid in a preferred

town. | never wanted for anything. | never went hungry a
day in ny life. And as difficult as it was in the business
for ny parents, | never really wanted for anything that I
didn't pretty well get in sone manner or other if | wanted
it. So | was very fortunate. | grew up in a small town
and ny parents were well known and very well liked in the

community and | just did very well as a kid.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Where did you live in Caliente when you first noved down
t here?

The house that we lived in at that tine has been razed and
another building put in, but it was approxi mately where the
post office is in Caliente. There were 3 houses side by
side A one on the corner and then the one we lived in and
anot her one. And then the Caliente Herald Printing Shop
was next to that. Blue Front Mercantile A | don't know if
you' ve heard of the Blue Front Mercantile or not.

No, | haven't.

They were a very fine, well-run, good, al | -around
departnment store operation in those years. They were well
stocked, they had good people. They nade ice in a specia
facility they had out behind the Blue Front. They had a
big nmetal building out in back that they used for | unber
and all of the different things.

Were they conpetitors with your dad, then?

In some areas. They had groceries and a neat narket, so,
yes, in some respects they definitely were conpetitors.

Were you the two main stores in town or were there others?
During the years that we're tal king about, J.C Penney had

a store. It was a conpetitive enterprise, there's no
guestion about that. So Dad didn't have all clear sailing;
he had sone good conpetition in town. But he was a man

peopl e knew t hey coul d depend on and a man who was friendly
and had a gregariousness about him that was just captivat-
ing. And he was well loved in that comunity.

Wiy don't we kind of walk through sone of the business
operations that were there in the early 1930s, besides the
ones you' ve nenti oned.

0@ On the corner where you first conme up to what is
Conpany Row, running kind of to the north, was a drug
store, and that was Tugie Trower and his wfe. If you went

north parallel wth Conpany Row, up along the other side of
the street, just past the drug store, the next building up
the street and beyond the alley was a bar that was operated
by a famly naned dson. Then there was the old Zunpstien
Garage on the next corner, and then there were sone hones.
On the next corner was Lester Denton's residence. He was
ny wife's grandfather and he had kind of a notel thing back
behind that his wife took care of and ran. Across the
street from that was the Shell service station. And t hat
was about the end of the business on that side of the
street going out that way at that tine.
Then at the far end of the street, and on the right-hand
side, just beyond the end of the Conpany Row hones, was the

Jim Gottfredson 27



252

JG

JG

JG

Standard G| distributorship. And that was a good busi ness
in the comunity. And com ng back down, starting again
fromthe corner going the other way, there was a little bar
in operation next to the drug store.

W' re going . :

Now we're going west, out towards Las Vegas. Then there
was a street and alley that went through to the back end of
the Blue Front Mrcantile that | nentioned a little
earlier, and that was all Blue Front in there. Next to
that was Dinkle's store, again a conpetitive-type operation
to what ny father had in town, run by a Jew sh couple.
That building later becanme a big restaurant, the State
Cafe. Then there was a little hone that sat back in there,
where the proprietor of Dinkle' s store |ived. Then there
was the print shop and then it was residences down to the
next corner, where there was a Standard service station.
And that was about the end of it going that way at that
tinme.

Dr. Demman, the doctor who was nmintained by the Union
Pacific Railroad, had his clinic in the first big building
on the end of Conpany Row right across fromthe drug store.
Around behind were the car yards, the steamgenerating
operation and the roundhouse for the Union Pacific
Railroad, all back up in that corner. In the late '30s
before they got power off the daminto Lincoln County, they
operated big diesel engines up in there and generated the
power for the comunity.

Oh, that's where the power cane from

Right A Union Pacific fed the power lines into the city.

So you've got Conpany Row here, running north and south
sort of, and then you' ve got the drug store sitting right
here, and this is where you turn. So over here is that row
of buildings, that shopping center kind of, across the
tracks?

That's across the tracks on the other side. That's the
ot her business district.

K Wiere would the power station have been in relation
to . . .

Describing as you did the corner right here where the drug
store is, this would be Conpany Row, and this would be the
doctor's office, the first one, and they ran this way.
Then the tracks cane up here and back out this way. And
all of this area up in here, and then the tracks woul d cone
on down . . .

h, K So, instead of turning to go up to Pioche, you
woul d just keep going straight up that way . . .

Cone around the end of Conpany Row and go around the
backsi de of that. A lot of the old buildings and things
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are still standing back there, but they're all out of use
now. The Union Pacific doesn't

| s that where the roundhouse was?

Yes. And all these tracks fed up into it. And the car
yards were all right along in here. This is where they did
car repair work.

Oh, basically kind of behind Conpany Row.

Right. And fromthere up to the nouth of the canyon going
out to the east, towards Salt Lake City, on the other side
of the tracks, going all the way up as far as you coul d go,
the first little canyon you came to was where the Geen
Lantern was. Actually, before the canyon that went up to
the Geen Lantern there was a sectionhouse A sone of the
section workers lived in sone houses just at the edge of
town. Then there was the canyon that went up the hill to
the Green Lantern.

Was the Green Lantern a brothel ?

Yes, it was; the only one in town.

Who ran the Green Lantern?

It was a woman naned Betty, but | can't give you her |ast
narre.

How many girls worked there typically?

| really don't know. | would say anywhere from2 to 3 or 4
at the nost. M/ dad sold Betty a work bench one tine, a
wor k bench being a new bed for one of them [Laughter]

Oh, a work bench! [Laughter]

| came home from high school and | had to deliver the work

bench up to the Geen Lantern. | got it loaded in the
truck and | took it up there and | took with nme the bil

for it, too. It was $62.50. W got up there and she
opened it up so | could get in and | took the bed in and
set it up for her in the crib, where she wanted it. | cane

out and wal ked out the back door and she cane out with ne
and | said, "Ch, here's the hill."

Then she said, "Wll, let's see, $62.50, how about if |
give you $60 and you take $2.50 out in trade?"
| said, "Well, | mght take you up on that but | just don't

know how |'d convince ny dad about what happened to that

$2.50." [Laughter]

[ Laughter] That's great.

So she gave ne the $62.50 and | took it back to the store.
[ Chuckl es]

She wasn't working herself, but she had sone girls there?
Dd you see the girls, were they good-| ooking, or how woul d

you descri be then?

You wouldn't get nuch nore than a glinpse of them They

stayed pretty well to the inside, but they were young girls

and wonren. A world of wondernent to ne .
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Sure, a young | ad.

But, anyway, that's one of the things that happened up
t here.

Describe the interior of the Geen Lantern. What did it
| ook 1ike?

There was a set of steps going up to the front door and the
house was rectangular shaped A it was longer than it was
wi de.

How | ong woul d you say it was?

|'d say it was probably 40 feet in |ength.

And was it a franme buil ding?

Yes, set up on a block concrete-type foundation. You had
to step up about 3 or 4 stairs to get up to it because the
canyon canme down under it. The back end of it was set down
pretty close to the ground, but out in the front you had to
wal k up sone stairs to get to the front door. [If you went
in the front door, you went in across a little porch, maybe
6 feet across, about half the width of the building, and
|'d say the building was probably 20 feet wi de. You
stepped in the front door and here was the parlor area with
nice cushion chairs and a bar at the end of it. And
imedi ately out the back end of that part of the building
you went into another room which was the kitchen area, and
then into the back yard outside. And it was through that
back door that | brought in the work bench. About halfway

up the wall in this |ounge room on the |left-hand side, was
an opening into a hallway that ran the full length of the
buil ding behind that wall. And there were 3 cribs. | set

that bed up in the center crib.

Was it a doubl e bed?

Oh, yes. It was a nmetal spring, with a nice inner spring
mattress on it and a netal bed frame wth a headboard and
f oot boar d.

Was it a fancy decor, or just sinple?

It was very sinple. Even the furniture, as | renenber, was
nothing out of the ordinary A just overstuffed chairs and
night tables and things around that just gave it a nice
little parlor effect.

Was it still there when you went back to Pioche in '49?
Yes, it was.

Is it still there today?

No.

Oh, right; it's not legal there, is it?

They finally closed them up sone years back. But it was
still there in 1958, at which tine | had gone on and had a
store in Hy. | had developed a friendship with an ex-
pilot of Wrld War Il who had access to a Cessna 182 and |
dearly loved to fly, and he did too, so one day he called
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me at the store and said, "Jim | got to go down to
Caliente. Wuldn't you like to ride down with nme?"

And | said, "Ch, ny gosh. |1've got so nmuch going here, |
don't think | can take the rest of the day off."

And he said, "Wll, I'"'mgoing to go in that 182."

And | said, "Ch, cone on, be reasonable."

And he said, "Ch, conme on and go with ne. | need sone

conpany on this trip."

He was an insurance adjuster. So | put everything on hold
and went with himand we flew down and |anded in Pioche.
On the north end of town there's a street that runs uphill
with a wnd sock and we | anded there. He had sone busi ness
he had to take care of in Pioche. He got that out of the
way and then we took off and went on down to the Panaca
airfield and | anded.

And Pete Findley, of Pete Findley Odsnobile, had the Y
service station, | think at that tinme. Anyway, we rented a
car fromthis Y service station and drove to Caliente, and
when we went into Caliente he went right across the tracks
right up the hill to the Geen Lantern. W got up there
and | said, "Wiat the hell are we doi ng here?"

He said, "Wll, you know, | didn't want to come down here
and go up here alone. That's why | really tried to get you
to cone with ne, just for ny personal reputation. But I|'ve
got to make an insurance adjustnent in here." [ Chuckl es]
The gal who was heading the place at that tinme had been in
an autonobil e accident down between Caliente and Las Vegas
on a highway sonepl ace and had wi ped out a car. He had to
go in and do an adjustnent on that particular accident and

see that the insurance paid and everything. But | |aughed
like hell because he never did tell nme until he turned up
that hill what we were going to be doing in Caliente.

By that time Betty was gone?

Yes.

| wonder what happened to her.

| have no idea.

That probably would have been the place where the young
guys in town would get their early sexual experience?

You know, | never did participate init. It wasn't what |
wanted out of life, and so | don't know. | can't honestly
tell you which ones did, or if they did.

The boys didn't joke about it in high school, or anything?

Vell, everybody had a story or tw to tell about it,
but . . . | don't know | really think the big bulk of
their patronage cane from the railroads A the section
gangs, up and down both ways from Caliente. | don't think
the locals were their big suit, | think it was nore the

working stiffs who were on the building and bridge gangs
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and so forth. "1l diverge here just a second, if | may,
for a story about the Big Four brothel in Ely. It was one
of two that were there.

There was a Geen Lantern in EHvy, too, wasn't there? It
cane there after | left Hy.

Yes. Anyway, | took over the store in Ely on February
first of 1956.

What store was it?

It was the dry goods section of the old original Goodnan
Tidball store, which was the ol dest store in

Ri ght across the street fromthe Bank O ub?

Ri ght across the street fromthe Bank A ub and right across
the street fromthe hotel

Ch, | know that store. You took that over?
W bought that in 1955 and took over managenent of the
store on February 1, 1956. | hadn't been in the store

probably a week as the new owner, and here cones Betty (her
nane was Betty, too) fromthe Big Four. She wal ked in and
introduced herself . . . And you'd have to know the guys I
bought the store from A Dale Bell and his partner A they
were a coupl e of real goers.

By goers you nean . .

They were good for anythlng They | oved fun and they | oved
to have a good tinme and they got a big kick out of
ever yt hi ng. They were not straightlaced in any manner or
means, they were guys you could deal wth. (Whorton was
the last nane of his partner; he was in Las Vegas at the
time.) Dale Bell was the one we dealt with and we got to
know Dal e very, very well.

So in conmes Betty, and she introduced herself and told ne
who she was, where she was from She said, "Now, up unti
now, we've not had any problens with our girls comng in

this store to do business.” And she said, "W don't want
to create any problens for anybody, least of all for
ourselves in the community. And | just want to know if our
girls will be welcone to cone into your store and do
busi ness. "

And | said, "You can make book on it. Yes, they're nore
than wel cone, as long as they conduct thenselves as | adies
while they're in the store. Their noney is as good as

anybody el se's and they can cone in here any tine they want
when we're open.”

W did a lot of business wth those girls. | sold
literally, through the years, hundreds of matched Sansonite
| uggage sets.

Is that a fact? Hundreds of sets?
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That's a fact. Every tinme a girl would | eave there she got
a conplete matched set of Sansonite |uggage to |eave town
with, conplinents of the house.

Is that right? Conplinents of the managenent at the Big
Four . "Il be darned, that's interesting. How | ong were
you at that store?

| was there 10 years. About 6 nonths before | nade the
final decision to liquidate the store and get out of
business there and sell the rest of ny interest to ny
sister Dorothy and her husband Wes in Caliente, Roy Jett,
who was the nadane's husband (he was from Las Vegas) cane
in the store one day. He said, "You know, | got a hell of
a problem up at that place we run up there. Wien the
sal esnen cone through with these uniforns that these girls
wear . . . "

Littl e skinpy dresses?

Yes, skinpy dresses with little frou-frou things. He said,
"They just distract ny girls and get them all screwed up.
|"ve got to get rid of those guys and | wonder if you'd
m nd carrying sone of that type of nerchandi se here in your
store so our girls could conme here and buy it on their tine
instead of having those guys cone in and disrupt our whole
busi ness. "

| said, "Well, Roy, I'lIl tell you sonething, if you wl
guarantee nme no loss, 1'd be glad to. | don't want to buy
hundreds of dollars worth of nerchandise and then have it
sit here and nothing happen to it."

Because no one else in town would buy it.

Ri ght. "So you've got to guarantee ne, and your word's
good enough that you will, guarantee ne no | oss."

And he said, "Quaranteed, no |l oss."

| said, "OK"

So he sent down the first salesman who canme through and |
got Stelle Hall, who was ny ladies' wear manager and this
salesman . . . and ny wife didn't know anything about this
at the tine. V¢ went up on the nezzanine in the back of
the store and he showed us his wares. And poor old Stelle,

she was just beside herself . . . she was a nice gal but
she had a lot of fun with this thing. Here were these
uniforns, they were called, so we picked out, | think, 15
uni f or ns.

She was kind of putting the femnine input on it?

Yes, and | put the male input. So we bought these and they
were shipped to us and | paid for them

What did they cost?

As | recall, | had an invoice that | paid for about $525
for 15. | sold one at ny cost plus 10 percent, whatever
that was, so it was $75 or $80 that | sold that to this one
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girl for. She cane in as he had said he would have them

do. It was about that time, in that sanme year, that
| eotards becane very popular, the long stretch pants that
you put on. W had bought Ileotards for our |adies'

lingerie departnment and we had a nice stock of |eotards and
these girls got wise to these leotards and they |iked them
better than the froulie, frilly stuff.

RM  You know, they used to call themtrick dresses.

JG So, anyway, | didn't sell any nore. | still had 14
uniforns left when we decided to close out the store and
get out of business. And | had never said anything to Roy.

| just let the tine go by. Finally one day, after | had
had all ny big liquidation sales and | got everything to a
point where | was literally closing the door for good, |

ran into Roy on the street. | said, "Roy, you renenber we
had a conversation about sonme frilly wunifornms for your
girls.”

He said, "Sure, | renenber."

| said, "Well, | bought sone of those and | sold one. And

then all of a sudden your girls don't want those anynore,
they want |eotards and other kinds of stuff, which we sold
them but | still got 14 of those uniforns and you told ne
you' d guarantee ne no | oss."

And he said, "Wll, what do | owe you?"

And | said, "About $450."

He said, "K Put them in a box and |let ne have them
"1l take them up to Wells,” | think is where he said
"Maybe ny girls up there can use them™

RM He had a joint up in Wlls.

JG In Wlls, also. So | boxed themup and handed themto him
There's nothing witten A nothing here except a handshake.
So he took the uniforms with him and tinme went on and

probably a full 9 or 10 nonths later, | had closed the

store and noved to Las Vegas. But | was still up there

once a nonth trying to collect sone accounts receivable and

cl ose up sone |oose ends and so on. | was in the Nevada
Hotel one evening and Roy Jett wal ked in. | was up there

alone sitting at the bar having a cocktail before | went
back to ny place to go to bed. Roy Jett walked in and saw
me and cane over and sat down.

He said, "Jeez, | owe you sone noney, don't [|?"

| said, "Wll, we had an agreenent."

He said, "That was $450, wasn't it?"

| said, "Yeah, it was."

He said, "Wll, cone on with ne."

W went out the front door of the hotel and around to the

side where there was a parking |ot alongside of the hotel.
Between that and the next building was a nice open space
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and he had his big Cadillac parked in along towards the
back end of the hotel. W went back through the alley and
I'"'m thinking, "Wat the hell's going on here, anyway?' He
popped the trunk lid on his car, and he had a valise that
was about 15 or 16 inches wi de, and deep enough for 2 $100
bills to lay end to end, just right. He lifted the lid and
all | could see was $100 bills and there was no nore room
to put anything else in that case. He reached down and
pul led 5 $100 bills off of one of those stacks, closed the
lid and handed ne the $500 and said, "Does that make us
even?"

| said, "Roy, that nmakes us even except for one thing."
"Wll, what's that?"

"Pick that valise up. Let's go into the hotel together.

You put it into a safe in the hotel tonight. Because you
and | know that noney's there and nobody else does. And
you get knocked off, I'mnext in line."

So he said, "Ch, &XK" So he picked up this valise and
carried it in and put it in the hotel safe. [Chuckles]

So that shows how profitabl e the business was?

Pr obabl y.

When was this?

I n 1965.

That's a really interesting story.

|"ve never forgotten that. He popped that [id on that case
and here were $100 bills.
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CHAPTER FI VE

What kind of things stand out in your mnd about grow ng up
in Caliente and so on?

In the early years, particularly through the '30s, one of
the greatest things that happened in Caliente was the
evening and early nighttine activities of the kids in the
t own. The city was lighted with power poles placed
periodically up and down the street. If it were winter and
we had had the usual good snow, you'd find maybe 25, 30, 35
kids up on either Denton Heights or Spring Heights or both,
with their sleds comng down those streets at a terrific
rate of speed. And everybody scrounged around and got old
tires together and we'd build a bonfire on the top of each
hill and use the old tires as fuel. It would get very cold
at night, and then with the wind speed, you'd build the
tenmperature effect. By the tine you got back to the top of
the hill you were ready to stop for a few mnutes and warm
your hands and get by the fire.

And | recall that the Ences lived on Spring Heights.
Ceorge Ence was the barber there in Caliente. On cold
nights like that, quite often they'd get their hose out and
hook it up to the spigot and go out and spray that street
with water. It would be frozen alnost instantly by the
time it hit the ground, so you really would generate sone
hi gh speeds on those sleds comng down across those frozen
streets.

They did that for the kids.

Yes. He has a son who's a dentist here in Las Vegas now by
the nane of Ence, and it isn't George, and | can't say his
first name. That boy was just a baby when | renmenber him
in Caliente.

In the warner times of the year, the activity was always
out in front of one of the blocks where the corner |ight
was on and we were playing Run, Sheepie, Run or Kick the

Can or Auntie-l-Over in the daytinme on sone house . . . Do
you know what Auntie-I-Over is?
No, | don't.

You' d take a ball and get 2 or 3 kids on each side of the
house and throw that ball up so that it would roll over the
peak and down the other side. Wyoever caught the ball on
the other side got to throw it back. It was just a way of
burning up energy and having fun at the sane tine, getting
alittle exercise.

| know what Kick the Can is. Wat was the other one?

Run, Sheep, Run.

How i s that played?
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Whoever was "It" (the first It was elected by the group)
woul d hide their head against the pole in their arns and
everybody woul d scatter and hide out soneplace in the dark,
and then the one that was It would go out and search for
t he sheep. Whenever he found one and could run up and
touch him before he could get back and say "Safe" by the
base of the light, he or she was the next It.

Another thing that | can renmenber very vividly because |
had so nmuch fun and enjoyed it so nmuch . . . The railroad
trains there were serviced from little yard buildings
al ongside the tracks and up and down the nmain part of the
street there. There were 2 of those little one-room
buildings that were right alongside the tracks just out
across from the front of the hone where we lived at that
time. W' d sneak in there and there'd be a can of carbide
and we'd dip our little shovels or cans into the carbide
and get a can full of carbide and then we'd get a snall
size Carnation MIk can and a regular Canpbell Soup can
The little Carnation MIk can would drop right down into
the inside and fit quite snugly in the inside of the
Canpbel | Soup can. We'd put a couple kernels of carbide in
the bottom of the soup can with a little water, and then

put the Carnation can in on top of it. |In the neantine we
woul d have punched a little hole in the back bottom edge of
the Carnation mlk can wth a small nail. After a few

seconds of building up that carbide gas in there, you could
touch a match to the hole and that little mlk can would
sail out maybe 30, 40 feet.

Is that right? Ww

That was quite a cannon. W'd get groups of guys on a
field or an area, a blank, enpty lot, and we'd set up our
cans facing each other and bonbard each other with mlk
cans.

That sounds like a |lot of fun.

[ Chuckl es] Vell, all the kids in Caliente did that. Ve
had some narvel ous tines. You know, you talk about what
kids do . . . Were the spur line railroad that went to
Pi oche crossed the creek as it cane into Caliente, up in
kind of the north end of town, just east of where the
bri dge now crosses the creek, was one of the ways we would
get across to get over to the Plunge for sw nmm ng. Quite
often in those days they used what they called torpedoes in
the railroad A if they wanted to signal the engineer they
woul d use a series of torpedoes. They'd set them on the
tracks. They had a little spring wwre that canme off of
them they were square in shape and about a half inch to
three-quarters of an inch thick and they were full of an
expl osive. Then the wires came around and together so that
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they'd slip those over the track and |ay the expl osive part
on the top of the track. They would set themat intervals
so that you could get a series of 2 and 1, or 3 and 2 . :
by the spacing of them you d get detonations that the
engi neer woul d hear. From that he was getting a signa
about sonething that was up ahead or sonething that he
needed to know. These torpedoes were generally used by
section crews working along the tracks who wanted to give
t hat engi neer sonme advance warning that there was sonething
up ahead he needed to know about.

Vell, naturally, not all of those torpedoes got used up on
the railroad. The kids would get ahold of one every once
in awhile. | remenber one day a couple of kids and |I had

3 or 4 of them W got up on that old bridge that crossed
over towards the Plunge going north to Pioche and we had a
big bolt. | don't know where we got it, we found it
somewhere along the railroad tracks or sonmewhere. It was a
bi g, heavy bolt maybe an inch in diameter or a little nore
and it had a big square head on it. W found by slipping
one of those torpedoes over the head on that bolt, that it
fit it alnost exactly. So we would stand up above and drop
that bolt head down onto the concrete piling underneath
where the bridge was secured. Wen that would hit that
concrete it would explode and drive that bolt back up
alnost to where we could catch it. These were the things
kids did for fun. [ Chuckl es]

Way don't you describe the Plunge?

It went through a couple of renodelings in the years that |
remenber it, but at the tine that | first remenber it, it
was probably 100 yards up and to the right side of the
tracks going to Pioche from where that bridge is that |
descri bed. It had a row of small change roons that ran
down what would be the right-hand side and across the end
of the pool area with a nice concrete strip out in front of
all of them These were all set on concrete, too.
Whenever you got to the Plunge to go for a swm you had to
pay a nickel or a dinme or whatever they charged to get
t hrough the gate. But there would always be one of these
change roons that you could find open and get in and change
into your swimmng suit and |eave your clothes in the
change room and go swinmmng for all day, if you wanted to.
And nmany tinmes we did. Wien you were ready to go hone
you'd go back in the change room dry off with a towel, get
into your clothes and go honme fully dressed. The pool was
big Ait was a very good-sized comunity plunge.

It was comunity . . . ?

Vell, it was a privately owned thing and was run by sone
people who lived there. But that was a place in the
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summertine where all kids got together and we had all kinds
of water fun. They had a big high diving platformoff the
thing, and many of the kids got really good at diving and
doi ng sonersaults while they were in the air and the kind
of things that go on around a sw mm ng pool. | think the
deep side of that pool was probably 9 or 10 feet deep and
it gradually sloped up to the upper edge where you first
canme in the gate. At that point it was maybe 3 feet or

sonet hi ng

It was natural hot water, wasn't it?

Al natural hot water. And at that tine the water was a
natural flow. They'd open the valves and it would just
gush out into the pool. So the water was changed very

regul arly. And quite often on a day we'd be swinmmng up
there the hot water would be comng into the inlet into the
pool, and if you got a little chilly you could swim up
agai nst where that water was comng in and warm up in a
hurry, because the tenperature was, as | renenber, 100 to
102 or -3 degrees.

Dd people swmthere in the wnter, too?

Not as a regular thing, that | renenber. They had i ndoor
bat hs, spa tubs, that they rented to people who wanted to
take a mneral bath. There were people who canme from Las
Vegas up to Caliente to bathe in those days.

There's a pool and notel over there now. Is that in the
sanme pl ace?

It's not the sanme place, but it's the sane general area.

is acity pool now, owned by the city.

| see. Dd they rebuild the pool and everything or put it
inadifferent spot?

They put it in a different place. | think that other poo
may still be usable. There's a famly that |ives over
there and | know they rent out the notel units that are

over on that old pool site, and I'm sure they do have hot
tubs for mneral water and that kind of thing. Mst of the
water that you either went down and got for a well or that
was natural flow in that area was hot water that cane up
from sonewher e

You said at that tine it flowed pretty naturally. It
doesn't anynore?

| don't think so.

What happened to it?

| think that usage has contributed to its dimnished flow
and | think that natural evolution of time may have .

for instance, | described our tines in the wintertine when
we'd be sledding in the snow. They don't have those tines
anynor e.

Yes, it just doesn't snow that much, does it?

Jim Gottfredson 39



JG

JG

JG

JG
JG

JG

Right. It's very rare. Once in a while you'll get a year
that wll give you a lot of snow, but you don't hardly ever
see enough that the kids can do the things we did then.

So they're getting less precipitation, which may nean |ess
wat er flow.

| have no idea where that water conmes from but it cones
from deep because it's pretty hot.

Are there any other things you'd like to bring up?

You nmade nention of the apartnments over there. | just
m ght comment on the fact that | was the organizing general
partner that put that deal together and built those

apart nents.
Is that right. This is over where that pool is, right?
Ri ght . Those apartnments were kind of a nostal gic project

for me. W got thembuilt and put in place in about 1975
to '78, sonewhere along in there.

Was it a commercial venture?

Yes. And then the partnership sold it off to the people
who now own it.

Ch, | see. Was it financially successful ?

It was very marginal

What was your thinking in doing it?

Just that Caliente needed sone housi ng. Everything there
was ol d and defunct and worn out, this was new housi ng that
could be furnished to the Caliente people. At the sane
monent that we did that, the housing authority head down
here in Las Vegas, Art Sartini, and a group of people
deci ded they needed to put some senior citizens' apartnents
up there and did so at the sane tinme. So actually we wound
up overbuilding the town a little bit.

And those units are still there.

Ch, vyes. The ones that they built are out beyond the
hospital, going north toward Pioche, and back against the
hill on the left-hand side. The apartnents that we built
were closer to the town and down just a little bit to the
| eft of the highway going out of town.

Was the swinmmng pool called the Plunge? What was its
formal nane?

The Caliente Pl unge.

Was there a sign there that said "The Pl unge"?

You know, | don't exactly remenber, but |I'm sure there was
a sign there.

And you say it went through a kind of evolution

Yes. Anything that's subjected to constant water over
years of tinme will deteriorate. The old pool got pretty
badly deteriorated in sonme areas and they went ahead and
tore it out and rebuilt it. | haven't been in it in the
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years since that was done, but as a kid what |'ve described
is what | renenber it being.

What are sone ot her kid things you renenber?

Vell, again, this is the younger age. There were always a
couple of gangs in town A kids that hung out together A and
they were always kind of rivalrous. Quite often those kids
would split up into different groups and play cops and
robbers or Indians and cowboys and this kind of thing
Nobody had any noney to spend with big things. W'd take a
piece of lunber, if we could find a piece of 1-by-6 or
sonething and we'd cut out the shape of a rifle. Ww'd
notch it towards the back end of the rifle and put a string
in along the top of it and then we'd stretch rubber bands
one after the other one. These rubber bands cane from old
i nner tubes A sonebody's tube had gone bad and you could
always find a good section you could cut rubber strips out
of. Then we'd stretch them up onto those so-called rifles
and snitch the other end down into the notch wth the
string going underneath it, so that when you were ready to
fire you pulled the string and it let those go one after
the other. You could fire a half a dozen rubber bands out
of one of those real quick. And that was the kind of toys
t hat we had.

You nmade your own toys

W nmade our own toys. W didn't have noney to spend for

fancy toys.
What were sone other toys that you nmade?
Ch, | used to nake teans of horses and a wagon out of Mk

N ckel sticks and string and Coke bottl es.
I's that right?
The Coke bottles, of course, were the horses, and you'd
take string and tie a | oop around the neck of the bottle up
front and then you'd tie side strings back to the traces
and put the traces onto the draw bar. You'd build that
wagon up out of old pieces of wood and MIk N ckel sticks
They were very handy A they were sturdy but easy to work
with and about the right size to do sonmething wth. I
renmenber doing that as a youngster a |lot of tines.
Anot her thing we used to do was . . . | don't know that any
of the other kids did this [chuckles], but | used to catch
a pigeon with ny BB gun every once in a while. Whenever
|'"d catch a pigeon, I'd clean it and dress it out and then
|'d go home and get ny nomto give ne sone vegetables and
an old coffee can or sonething, and I'd go out in the back
yard and build nyself a mulligan stew out of pigeon neat
and veget abl es. | got nore of a kick out of that than
anyt hi ng el se.
Was t he pi geon good?
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Sur e. It was very nuch |ike dove neat. And they stil
hunt and eat doves.

Ri ght .

You just did a lot of things that didn't cost . . . W used
to get little prizes in Crackerjack popcorn boxes. Maybe
you' d get a little mniature autonobile as a prize, you
know. Then at Christnmastinme, we'd get those kinds of
things for toys, little cars and things like that. And
being in the dirt outside in your old dirty clothes and
working with these little toys, you could always scrape a

roadway around through the yard. In ny case there was a
big high bank behind the store of gravel and dirt, and |
used to go and carve roadways in that bank. |  had

speedways and roadways and grades and everything, playing
wi th those kinds of toys.
They were little tiny cars from Crackerjacks, or a little
bit bigger ones?
Little tiny ones from Crackerjacks, and then we'd get hold
of the bigger ones because of Christmas or birthdays or
what ever.
Dd you buy things out of the catalog? Toys, or anything
like that?
Vell, | never did, because ny daddy had a store that
carried toys at Christnastine. | was one of the nore
fortunate Kkids.
You were one of the "rich kids" in town?
That's right. And | renenber one tine commenting on that.
One tinme ny dad collared nme and hauled nme back to his
office in the store and sat ne down. He said, "Now, son, |
got to tell you sonething. | had a nman cone in the store
yesterday and talk to ne about his kids and what their
lifestyle was and how difficult it was that his kid was
playing wwth ny kid and ny kid just had everything and he
couldn't afford to give his kid anything." He said, "You
got to be very careful and a lot nore restrained in things
that you do in that nature because we don't want to have
people feeling that we're better or anything." It could
have been any one of 50 or 60 fathers in town at the tine.
| never had any idea who it was, but | do know that there
was sone backl ash. Not heavy or anything, but there was

probably sonme resentnent towards ne. But | was very
fortunate. M daddy was a good provider and no matter how
tough tinmes were, | never had any nonents of feeling

i nadequacies as far as material things were concerned.
Anything that was really serious and needed to be had or
even a little frivolous, why | usually would benefit.

And again, your store was a general store
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A general store that carried everything, right. | just

t hought of a thing now that 1'll have to tell you about ny
little nom In our l|ast session, | talked about H
Thonpson, who ny father had hired as a butcher. This was
when the store was still down on the corner, where Spring
Hei ghts goes up the hill. M nomwas up there working one

day in the store and H was back in the butcher shop, and
Dad wasn't there. M nom was sonmewhat suspicious of a guy
who was in the store. She had it in her mnd that he was
| ooking for a way to steal something and get out the door
with it. So she kind of watched himpretty close and, sure
enough, he nade a pass at one of the display tables there
that had stuff on it and then made a quick nove out the
door. M/ nom bolted out after himout the door A this was
in the sumertinme and | guess it was just a screen door
She caught him just outside the door on the front sidewalk
and she turned him around and said, "Wat have you got
under your coat? Wat have you got under your coat?"

"l haven't got anything. | haven't got anything."
She ripped open his coat with her two hands, just ripped it
open . . . the thing that triggered her was that there was

a tag hanging below the corner edge of the jacket that he
had on. So she ripped open his jacket and here was a cl ock
of some kind that he had lifted off the counter as he went
by and stuck under his coat. M Ilittle nomwas only about
5'2", and not a big woman in bone structure or size, but
she grabbed this guy by the coat and the collar and jerked
hi m around, and she hollered through the door, "H, go get
the sheriff while I hold this guy." [Laughs]

Is that right? She had a | ot of courage.

She didn't back away from anything, ny nom She was a
feisty little English girl and she was quite a girl. What
else to talk about? Well, the railroad

| wanted to ask you about the servicing of the trains
there. And tell us about the railroad s structures there.
Wll, the structures were just small one-room buil dings.
They had a facility where a yard worker could go and
relieve hinself if he needed to and then they had space
where they could get in out of the heat or the cold, as the
case may be, for a little bit. They didn't store things in
t hem or anyt hing. But there was always a can of carbide
stuck in the corner over there, because they used carbide
on the trains at that tine.

What did they use it for?

| really don't know.
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CHAPTER SI X

There were probably 9 sets of tracks that ran up and down
in front of the buildings in Caliente. Wen a freight
train would cone in, they would put a switch engine on the
back end of it and start breaking down the cars that were
| aden with goods to be delivered to Caliente or to Pioche.
O maybe they wanted to rearrange their train so they
could handle the rest of the trip fromthere to Los Angel es
or from Los Angeles going the other way on out to Salt Lake
and Omaha. Anyway, they would break those trains up and
ship them back and forth on the different tracks, so there
were always sone trainnen and sone flagnen, and the
engineers and firemen who were running the swtch engines
that were working up and down the tracks. They would use
those little buildings as a safe haven to go in and relieve
t hensel ves as well as to catch shelter fromthe great heat
or the cold, whichever the case was.
There were just tons and tons and tons of ice in the old
i cehouse. And every day, winter and summer, they would
take these carts in there . . . Describing the way they
used the tracks that run directly in front of the depot,
the track that was the closest to the depot ran kind of
through a trough and a brick wal kway that they had built on
both sides. The brick wal kway between that set of tracks
and the next set of tracks to the outside was 8 or 10 feet
wide. They had little 2-wheeled white carts with a handl e
on the back end of them and sides that flipped up, and in
t hose they woul d put big bl ocks of ice. )
And whenever they would service passenger trains A there
were a |lot of passenger trains that ran in those days, too

A those trains would pull in along either side of that
central divider on those first 2 sets of tracks and then
the car service people would cone along. They' d break

those Dblocks of ice up into smaller pieces and put them
into the various cars for cool water and whatever it was
that they needed the ice for. It was a huge icehouse.

Dd they nake the ice there, or did they bring it in?

| think they brought it in. The only place that | know of

that nmade ice in Caliente during those years was Bl ue Front

Mercantile. They had a big ice manufacturing plant out in
back of their store.

Where were they located in town, again?

Vell, if youll renenber the descriptions that we went

through the other day, the drug store was on the corner,

and then going west towards the exit to Las Vegas there was
alittle alley between the first 3 buildings on the corner

and the next couple of buildings, and then there was an
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all eyway that went back to the back end of the Blue Front
Mercantile property, and it was, of course, the next piece
of property in there. It was directly between where the
drug store was and what was, when | first came there, the
Dinkel Store. It was a conpetitive store A it had clothing
and all kinds of things A in the field where ny father was
working. But they didn't last too long. | think they |eft
there probably in '35 or '36.

Dd the Blue Front Mercantile deliver ice in town?

At one tinme in the early days they did. They phased that
out during those years of the late '30s when people began
to buy and be able to get refrigerators that were
mechani cal |y capabl e of keeping their food cool and naking
ice for them In "33 or '"34 ny dad had Westinghouse
refrigerators in the store. Those refrigerators were the
first ones that canme out with a hernetically sealed unit
where they didn't have seals where the shafts went through
the workings on the inside. The seals would |eak and they
would lose their freon (they didn't use freon in those
days; they used a different refrigerant). They elimnated
that seal around the punp shaft and that was what nade it a
very uni que conpressor and a long-lived appliance. The old
punps that they used prior to that just wouldn't hold up.
The seals would hold for a year or two maybe and then you'd
have to go in and tear the punp apart and put it all back
together and recharge it. So the donestic refrigerator per
se really didn't cone into being until about the md-'30s.
And that's about the tine the Blue Front began to phase
out their ice business.

| see. So by World War 1l you couldn't get ice there?

No, they were out of business | think by Wrld War 11. O,
if not by the tine the war started, they certainly were by
the tinme the war ended. Because | cane back from the

service at the end of the war and went into business wth

my dad in the store A bought a third interest in the

busi ness A and | know they weren't nmaking ice at that tine.
But | renmenber as a youngster in Caliente, going back

around through that alley and getting into the back area,

and there'd always be a chunk or two of ice that you could

get your hands on. I don't understand now why kids woul d

like to do that, but it was great to go back there and find

a piece of ice lying around and watch it nelt down.

D d people do any cooling in the sumer there?

There were fans.

No swanp cool ers?

Not in the sense that we think of swanp coolers. That
didn't get to be a way of cooling the house until probably
wartinme or shortly after. As a youngster, though,
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remenber many a burlap sack surrounding a little enclosure
where they punped water up to the top of it and let it run
down across the burlap and evaporate. The evaporation of
water in the burlap would create a cool interior inside
t hat box.

Yes, we did that.

If they had sonething perishable, they'd put it in there
for alittle while.

How di d people heat their honmes in the winter?

In the early days it was wood. There was anpl e supplies of
wood in the imedi ate area around Pioche and Caliente.

D d sone people go out and gather it and sell it locally?
Yes. Every fall, without fail, we would hear the whine of
the power-driven saws cutting wood and stacking it. There
were 2 or 3 comercial situations where they went out and
hauled in wood all sunmmrer | ong. Then in the fall they'd
cut it up and stack it and deliver it to people's houses.
The first house we lived in in Caliente had a wood shed
right out at the alley in the back end of the lot, and
they'd cone along and open up a trap door on the back side
of the shed and shove our wood in. Wen | got hone from
school it was ny job to go out and dig sone of that out and
cut it up into smaller pieces and bring it into the house
so we had wood to heat in the big living roomstove and the
ki tchen range that ny nother used.

Wiy do you think people didn't use nore coal? Wth the
railroad, it would be easy to . :

There was coal there, and sone did use it. It was a little
nore expensive than the wood was. It was | ess expensive to
go out and cut a load of weod and haul it in in an old
truck than it was to go buy a load of coal. But coal was
used there. | can't integrate this exactly, but there were
times when | had coal to bring into the living room stove
so that the coal burning in the living room stove would
keep the house warm at |east that part of the house. The
bedroons were always cold. You never had a warm bedroomto
go to in the wintertinme, because you just couldn't get the
heat to it.

D d peopl e use honmenmade quilts, nmainly, in those days?

Yes, by all neans.

You probably had comercial blankets, too, having the
store.

Right. | recall years and years later a really good friend
of mne who was a rancher in central Nevada and had sone
sheep, and sent wool from those sheep into Ogden, U ah, to
be knitted into some beautiful blankets. He and his wfe
shared a few of those beautiful 100-percent wool blankets
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fromtheir sheep with ny wife and ne; | think we still have
one or two of them

Do you renenber the rancher's nane?

Yes, Care Wipple. You asked about a man by the nane of
Wi ppl e in Pahranagat A well, Care was his uncle. dare
was what | would describe to you as a genuine old cowboy.
He was only about 15 mnutes out of birth and into the
saddle as a kid. He was an acconplished horseman by the
time he was 6 years ol d.

Where was his ranch?

Sunnysi de, between H ko and Lund. That's now a gane
preserve. Hs honme ranch is still privately owned, right
on the edge of that gane preserve. The ranch just to the
south of his becane part of the gane preserve.

So just right out of Hko, right? There's a wldlife
refuge there now, but this is farther north?

That's much further north. l'd say . . . 50 mles from
H ko up to Sunnyside, and then another 30 mles to Lund,
and then another fewmles on into Hy.

In terns of the school, was it several grades to a room or
how did they do that?

At the time that | was there, | went to the third grade in
one room the fourth grade in another room and the fifth
grade in anot her room

So each teacher had one grade.

Ri ght .

Wre the teachers local people or did they have to hire
them from t he outside?

Most of themwere | ocal people.

Most of them were wonen, weren't they?

Yes. There in the Caliente school |'d say probably 3 out
of 4 were wonen, but when | was in the 6th grade we had 3
mal e teachers A CGraig Mackey, Col den Hol | i ngshead and Frank
W cox. Wen | was in the seventh grade, Frank W]I cox
becane the principal of the high school in Panaca and noved
up there. The next year | don't recall any nmen being hired
into the school, so there were 2 the year | was in eighth
grade, Craig Mackey and Gol den Hol | i ngshead.

And that would have been at the tinme when it was a | ocal
school district. Caliente probably had a pretty good
school because they would have noney from the railroad,
woul dn't they?

The Caliente school as | renenber it was very well
equi pped, had good facilities, had no problens (at |east
that | was aware of) from the standpoint of supplies,
material, and things to work wth. And they had a good
athletic programin the school, and a good school band. It
was a pretty darn fine school for a youngster to go to. |
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can't find many shortcomngs in it, everything being

consi der ed. )

Dd they use corporal discipline there A did they spank the

kids or anything like that?

Vell, the favorite form of discipline was the whipping off

of a piece of chalk at sonmebody that was not doing what

they were supposed to be doing. It was quite interesting.
ol den Hol I'i ngshead and Frank WIlcox, in the years he was

there, got pretty adept at grabbing a piece of chalk off

t he chal kboard and flinging it . . . and nmany tines you'd

see a desktop go up like this [laughter] and then chalk

woul d ricochet off of that and spin around. Every once in

a while one would spin around and fly out the w ndow, and

t hen everyone got a big kick out of it.

But they didn't spank kids that m sbehaved?

Col den Hol | i ngshead was rough on the kids in the basket bal

program Boy, he demanded their attention, he denanded

their discipline. If he didn't get it, he'd grab one of

them by the shoul ders and kick themin the britches and set

them up back on the stage to sweat out a few m nutes before

he'd et them back in the ball gane and that kind of thing.
But everything considered, they were good adm nistrators,

and | don't recall what you'd consider corporal punishnment

or anything like that.

In schools at that tinme they did use it. | went to one

where you' d have to go out and cut your own switch

And lay yourself over your desk while they hamered you

with it? Wll, I don't recall that kind of activity in our

grade school, or high school Ilater on. They were strict

and they demanded your respect, and they got it, generally

speaki ng. I think all the kids very highly respected the

teachers. (Good peopl e; good, good peopl e.

How | ong did your dad keep the store then in Caliente?

Until the day he died. As | said a few mnutes ago, | cane

honme fromthe service at the end of Wrld War 11.

Wiy don't we tal k about how you got into the service. You

were going to high school in Panaca, right?

Right. | went through and graduated in the spring of 1941.
How did you get back and forth to Panaca?

By school bus.

It was a regul ar school bus?

Yes, and there was a bus that cane down from Pioche and

brought the Pioche kids to Panaca, and there was a bus that

cane from Caliente up to Panaca every day and then they

returned in the afternoon.

Tal k about riding that bus.

That was always a fun tine. It was a social tine for the

ki ds. W all knew each other very well and enjoyed each
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other and we had a lot of fun jabbering and tal king and
doing the things kids do. During the |ast couple of years
of ny high school there were actually 2 buses from
Caliente. Babe Denton was the bus driver on one of them
the old black bus, we called it A it was the ol der bus of
t he two. | always tried to ride that one because | |iked
to be in the bus where Babe was. He was a congenial fellow
and the kids really liked himand respected him and we had
a good tine. He let you go far enough that you coul d have
a good tine, but he didn't let you get out of line to the
point where it got roughhousing and that kind of thing.
But that was the nethod of bringing the kids down from
Pi oche and up from Caliente.

What tinme did you | eave in the norning?

Normal |y around 7:00. They drove the bus around town,
stopped at every such-and-such a corner, and you' d be there
at that corner when the bus cane along and that's where
you'd get on. Then you mght hit 3 or 4 nore stops before
you actually headed out of town. The last stop on the way
out of town always was just beyond the bridge where it
crosses the creek in Caliente, and there were sone |ndian
boys that went to school. The Indian canp was over agai nst
t he nount ai nsi de across what would be the west side of that
roadway, right back against the nountain. It's still
there. Sone of the boys who were riding that bus wth ne
are still the boys who are there.

It's on the left going out?

Yes, the newer swi mmng pool you spoke of earlier, where
the apartnents were we talked about A just beyond that,

against the hill, there's a little kind of a draw that goes
back up into the foothill, and they live up in that area.
What did that Indian canp consist of when you were grow ng
up?

It consisted of about 5 or 6 famlies. Most of them were
naned Pete. Ws Pete was ny age, and he went all the way
through grade school and high school with ny class. And
there were a couple of other Pete boys A Dan Pete; Carl
Pete, the mddle boy, who's a little older than I am and
WIllard, who was younger. There were 4 boys in that one
famly and a couple of girls. The bus would stop out there
and they'd cone and get on the bus. Then a little further
up we'd stop again for a little gal by nanme of Acklin. Her
parents were long-tine Caliente people. They lived back
over behind where the hospital is. At that tine, they had
a little kind of ranch house over there. This little
Acklin gal was about a year older than |, | think. And
that was the last stop for the bus going out of town before
we got to Panaca.
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Were the I ndians Shoshone?
Yes. That's what's generally referred to in this area as

Shoshone. I'm not sure. There's a Paiute tribe that was
intermngled in there, but | think they were Shoshone
| ndi ans.

How did their famlies earn a |iving?

The older nen would work anyplace they could get a job,
generally on a ranch soneplace. The nother of these Pete
boys, Queenie, did laundry, and al so hone cl eani ng.

She did laundry at the white people' s hone?

Yes. She would do the laundry and clean the house and that
ki nd of thing. She made enough noney and was much enough
in demand that it provided her with a living all through

her Iife. Years later she was still working with ny nom
Wen | was in Ely, | think, she was still working for ny
not her .

What ki nd of hones did they have?

They were just lean-to shelters, made out of 2-by-4s and
tin cans and whatever they could scrounge up to build them
out of.

D d they have electricity?

In later years they brought electricity into there.

And you say the canp is still there?

The ol d honesites.

Do Indians still live there?

Ch, vyes. WIllard Pete, the youngest of the Pete boys,
still lives there. Carl, 1 think, died not too |ong ago

he and his older brother both are dead. And | think |
heard that Wes had died. Ws was ny age.
How were the Indians regarded in the community? Wre they
kind of on the margin socially, or were they pretty well
i nt egrat ed?
| have to think in trying to renmenber those tines that
there probably was sone reservation in sone areas, but as
far as we kids were concerned, they were part of our gang.
They were just another Kid. | never had anything but
honest positive feelings as far as the kids were concerned.
And it was the same way with the Huertas, who were the
Mexican famly that lived in town there. One of the boys
was ny age and one of them was older, and they had a
daughter. As far as we were concerned those guys were just
part of the group. They were just kids in town. Ve all
did things together. Again, | was in a fortunate situa-
tion. | had things many other kids weren't able to have.
So I"'m not sure that ny perspective is totally simlar or
the sane as the perspective that other youngsters m ght
ook at it from
How did the Huerta famly earn their |iving?
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He was a section [hand] on the railroad.

It was unusual for a section hand's famly to be living in
town, wasn't it?

It was. | say he was a section hand, but | don't think he
was really a section hand. | think he worked over in the
yards, the roundhouse and the car [yard].

h, K He wasn't out on the Iline.

He wasn't up and down the tracks in that sense. There were
a couple of other famlies A the Takaharas, a Japanese
famly there. He worked on the railroad up and down the
tracks. They lived up in the east end A the business end A
of town, just beyond where you turned to go up to the Geen
Lantern, in alittle section house. And there were a couple
of other famlies that lived up in there. There may have
been Mexican famlies that lived up in there, but they cane
and went. They noved from one place to another; they
weren't permanent residents.

Was Takahara per manent ?

He was per nanent.

D d they have children?

Yes. They had a daughter who was in ny year in school.
Wen the war hit and they started gathering up the Japanese
and putting theminto these canps, there was sone question
in the comunity as to just what mght happen with the
Takaharas. He was released fromhis job with the railroad
A they wouldn't let himwork there. But to ny know edge he
was not put into a canp. | have sone know edge of that
because ny ol dest son was born in August of '44, and that
year ny dad and M. Takahara got together and Dad struck a
deal with himto go in and renodel a little garage house on
the corner, a block further down on Min Street from ny
folks's home. That was to be a place for ny wife and our
child to reside until | canme hone from the service, which
she did. Takahara worked on that renodeling job . . .

Is that what he did in place of the enploynment on the
railroad?

Qdd jobs around town, any place he could find sonething
that's exactly what he did.

So he was reduced to odd jobs, from his job on the
rail road.

Yes. He suffered financially fromthe war.

How many children did the Takaharas have?

Just 2 that | can renenber A one ny age and one younger.

And then the Huertas A how many did they have?

They had 3 or 4. There was a girl that | wasn't really too
[wel | acquainted with], and then they had 3 boys.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Were there any other ethnic groups in the comunity during
this period?

There was one colored couple. They lived out at Peck,
which was the first section house area on the way to Pioche
from Caliente. | really never did get to know them too

much; they weren't in town a |ot.

How about other ethnic groups A eastern Europeans or
Italians or Slavs?

Ch, there were |Italian background people there. The
Amantes were Italian, and Joe Col unbo, who was an ol d-tiner
there, had a bar. He was the father-in-law of Don Rowan of

the Rose Don Dancehall. There were others too, but ny
menories of that aspect of the life there weren't vivid
because, at least on ny part, when | |ooked at people I|ike
that | didn't think of them as Italians or Mexicans or

Indians A they were just people. There was a famly there
through the years that | was there by the nane of Ferraris,
and the father's name was Barney, as | recall. | don't
remenber his wife's nane, and their son O aude was one of
twins . . . his brother had drowned in the creek when they
were little Kids. That was before | canme to Caliente.
Caude's father had a typical Italian tenperanent, and Joe
Col unbo did too.
You nean vol atile.
Could be, if the circunstances were just right. At the
time that |I'm talking about, in the md-'30s, they Ilived
side-by-side, in some homes behind the row of business
bui l dings where Joe Colunbo had his bar. During this
particular incident it was raining cats and pups, and the
rain was comng down off the hillsides behind these
peopl e's houses. They were out digging little troughs and
ditches so the water would run around their property and
off instead of running into their property and flooding it.
| don't know who was digging the ditch in such a manner
that it was shoving the water off onto the other's property
A one of them apparently was, because they got into a
shovel fight. They were actually swinging shovels A there

was really bad blood. For as long as the Ferraris
continued to live there, there was bad blood there, all
because of sonme water com ng down. That was maybe the

straw that broke the camel's back, but that's what set off
this conflagration.

Ddthe Italians work for the railroads?

| think Ferraris worked for the railroad, but Joe Col unbo
had a bar there, the Shanrock
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As long as we're talking about bars, why don't you nane
sone of the bars during that period.

There was the Shanrock, and the Amantes had a bar called
the Caliente Bar. And there was the Northern Bar, the
Buckaroo and the Corner Bar, down on the corner going up to
Spring Heights. That was all on the one side of the
street, that | can renenber. Those bars expanded and
contracted; they canme and they went through the years. At
one tinme the building that had previously been the ZCM
store in Caliente becane a bar; | don't renenber the nane
of it. Over on the other side of the tracks there was the
93 A ub and the Cozy Bar. Then there cane to be the State
Cafe and State Bar, and they had a little casino back in
al ongside of it.

D d nost of the bars have ganbling?

(h, yes. Particularly there would be slot nmachines,
there'd be table ganes A 21, craps A and occasionally
roul ette. Most of them were poker game-type operations

with maybe a 21 table or two in there.

What was Denton's bar's nane?

The Caliente dub

What about hotel s?

The Cornelius hotel was on the corner where the drug store
is now There were sone roons available out at the Plunge
and there were sonme roons available that Les Denton had
t here, sone cabins. Down at the end of town on your way
out to Las Vegas, quite a ways out there was another little
not el -type operation. Wen | first cane to Caliente the
Union Pacific had a big hotel down where the depot is that
they ran, and also a beanery. It was a nice place to go to
have dinner, or lunch as the case may be. They put up al
of their crews that were noving back and forth across the
tracks. The guy who had this other bar in Caliente was
naned Mercie. The old man's nane was Joe, and they had a
couple of kids, Kelly and Joe, about ny age and ny
brother's age, who grew up in Caliente.

The hotel where the railroad put up their people nust have
had a pretty good turnover. | inmagine there were quite a
few guys com ng through and | aying over, weren't there?

Ri ght. At that particular tinme, when that was really in
its heyday, MIford was the turnaround point on the east,
and Las Vegas was the turnaround point on the west, and a
ot of the crew nmenbers would live either in MIford or Las
Vegas, and they'd cone to Caliente and then they'd |ay over
a day and then go back.

What was the nanme of the hotel they stayed in?

That was the Union Pacific depot and hotel A and notel
(They had sone roons that ran all the way down along the
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west side there that they used for crew nenbers, and they
were just like nmotel roons.) But in conjunction with the
big hotel and the depot, they had a beautiful beanery where
they served food to their crews and anyone el se who wanted
to cone.
And the hotel was al so open to the public?
Yes. You could get a roomthere if you wanted to cone to
Caliente, say from Salt Lake Gty, and had a day's business
and had to | ay over.
There weren't any notels at that tine except for .o
Vell, this one out on the west end of town that | nentioned
was a notel, and | can't renenber what they called it.
Then the units that were over at the Plunge m ght properly
be called notel wunits. And Les Denton's cabins were
sonewhat of a notel in the terns that we think of a notel
But that was about the size of it in Caliente during those
' 30s.
What about drug stores A was there just the one drug store,
or did they have nore than one?
Oiginally, there were 2 A the one on the corner, and then
there was another one over on the side of the street where
ny dad's store was that Lester Burt operated. They served
beautiful nmlted mlks and mlkshakes and ice cream
products and all that kind of thing. They had beauti ful
old antique service facilities in there. Later, Burt noved
to Las Vegas from Caliente and Frank WIcox took over the
busi ness. He was the principal of the high school, and
that was a side thing for him Hs boys, | think, would
take care of it, and his wfe.
Wre the drug stores on about equal terns in terns of
mer chandi se and patronage and . . . ?
No. [If you wanted to get a prescription filled you went to
the drug store on the corner. If you wanted an ice cream
cone or a float or a mlkshake or an ice cream product you
could go into the other. | don't ever recall themreally
havi ng prescription drugs.
What about the availability of magazines and newspapers?
And what were sone of the magazines that were avail able
locally at that tine?
| would say that [rmagazine sales] pretty much concentrated

in the corner drug store. And the magazines that were
avail able were the street nmagazines, The Saturday Evening
Post, Collier's . . . the old nmagazines that were printed

in those tines. They always had racks full of those and
racks full of newspapers from Las Vegas, Los Angeles and
Salt Lake Gty. The Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News
in Salt Lake both had distribution routes throughout the
county. The way the railroad ran their trains they could
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print those papers and put them on the train and the next
norning they were being distributed in Caliente.

| remenber in Tonopah in the early '60s they had a
remarkabl e availability of newspapers. You could get the
Sacranento Bee, the San Francisco Examner, the New York
Times, the L.A Tines, Vegas and Reno newspapers . . . was
it that way in Caliente?

It was that way in Caliente and Pioche both. O course, we
had 2 papers in the county at the tine, too. W had the
Pi oche Record, and then we had the Caliente Herald, which
was the Caliente print shop. That was operated by Phil
Dol an and Evan Edwards in the years that | renenber.

Edgar Nores, who is a whole story in his own right, ran the
Pioche Record up in Pioche for years. One interesting
story about Nores A this happened during the '30s. He was
elected to a county post, justice of the peace, and was
subsequently prosecuted for msusing funds and was
convi cted and deposed. But at the next general election he
ran for a county commssion post or sonmething and got
el ected. [Laughter]

They didn't hold it against him then. [Laughter] That's
funny. Wat other kinds of shops were there in town?

J.C. Penney had an outlet there.

Way don't you list the kind of dry goods stores? There's
J.C. Penney, there was your father's store . :

There was ny father's store, there was the Blue Front
Mercantile .

RM

Now what was your father's store call ed again?

Just Cottfredson's Departnent Store. And then during parts
of these years there was a Sprous Reitz store in Caliente
where | ower-end things and cl ot hing coul d be bought

That was a national chain, wasn't it?

It was a large chain, yes. Up at the other end of the
street, during a part of this tinme, was the Underhill
Store, which was one of the old original businesses in
Cal i ent e. It was there long before ny father cane here
ad M. Underhill died in the early '50s, maybe, but the
demse of his store canme about in the late "40s or early
' 50s. | got ny first pair of Levi Straus overalls from
hi m And ny dad didn't carry amunition in the store in
Caliente for a nunber of years and | used to buy .22 |ong
rifle shells for ny .22 from the Underhill store. There
was a grocery store in Caliente that was a chain out of the
Salt Lake Gty area, Allen's Cash, that was in opposition
to Dad and to the Blue Front Merc and groceries.

Were there any car deal erships in tow?
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No, not in those years. There was a Roy Or Ford
deal ership in Pioche, and interestingly, that was the first
Ford deal ership ever established in the state of Nevada.

And there's an interesting story about Roy. You' d have to
know Roy Or to really appreciate this man. He was of the
old school, and the old fabric. The story goes that sone
fellow pulled his Mddel T up Athis was in the early days A
al ongsi de the garage, got out and started changing tires on
his car. Roy was curious, and he |ooked real closely and
saw that the source of these tires was Sears and Roebuck,
and they'd been shipped in from Salt Lake Gty. (Roy sold
tires for the Mdel T.) The guy got out and pulled his
wheel rimoff of his wheel and took the rimoff of the old
tire, put the new tire on the old rim put it back on the
wheel , and went over to punp air into it to fill it up and
there was no air. And he stornmed in wanting to know what
the hell kind of service station this was that he coul dn't
get any air. Roy | ooked at himright straight in the eye
and said, "Were'd you get your tires?

He said, "Wll, | got themat Sears and Roebuck.™

And he said, "Wll, you get your goddamm air from Sears
Roebuck too." [Laughter]

There was probably at | east one barber shop, wasn't there?
In Caliente there were generally 2. Wen we noved from
Pioche to Caliente, a fellow by the name of Larinman Cusl ey
had a big stake truck, and he haul ed our personal effects,
and all of the remains of the Pioche store, down to
Caliente at the tinme the 2 stores becane consolidated.
Lariman's wife Lillian was a very, very pretty, beautiful
woman, a very well-built and handsone worman. There were a
nunber of years there during the '30s that she had a
bar bershop in what |ater becane an office area for LIoyd
Denton, but at that tinme it was a little barbershop
underneath the marquee in front of the Gem Theater there.
A lot of the nen really adored going down to that barber-
shop and getting a shave. She was well-liked and
respected, and she did good business in the town.

The |ast barber who was there before he and his famly
moved to Las Vegas was Ceorge Ence, who | nentioned
earlier. He had a barbershop there with a couple of chairs
A1 don't recall the other barber's nane that was there A
but there were 2 of them working the chairs. He had a
shoeshine stand in his shop, and at one time | shined shoes
for him

| spent quite a bit of time in ny high school years in the
evening running noving pictures at the theater for LIoyd
Denton; this was before the old theater burned down. I
t hi nk you know that story.
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Yes. [It's in Ralph Denton's oral history.]

They rebuilt it, and | was there working for him at the

time they rebuilt it. They had the nost nodern state-of-

the-art projectors, and it was really a fun experience for

me to have an opportunity to work that job at the theater.
In the old days, before the old theater burned, the

equi prent had been well|l used over a nunber of years, and it

was primtive conpared to what we had in the new theater.

| worked there for a couple of years. | remenber running

"Gone with the Wnd" through so nmany tinmes, and | got so

sick and tired of it, that | don't care if | never see it

agai n.

What year did they rebuild the theater?

Probably 1940 A either '40 or '41, but probably '40.

Were you pretty far down the line in terns of when you'd

get a novi e?

No, they had good distribution. Thonpson had the theater

up in Pioche, and Lloyd Denton had the theater in Caliente,

and | think they contracted together for rel eases.

How often did they change the novie?

|'"d say at least twice a week. W'd run maybe Sunday,

Monday and Tuesday, and then Wdnesday, Thursday and Fri day

A it would be about like that. Wwen "Gone with the Wnd"

cane | think it was there for an extended stay.

Dd they show just one novie or did they have double

features?

Just one novie, generally one of the Pathé-type news

performances, a couple of conedies and maybe Tom M x or one

of those cowboy seri al s.

D d they have a Saturday afternoon affair for the kids?

There was always a matinee on Saturday. | renenber in the

early days, when we first were there, they gave away all

ki nds of plates, bows, and so on, so if you went to enough

nmovies you got a whole set of bows and a whole set of

plates and a set of cups and saucers all to match. That was

one of the gimmcks that they used to bring in [custoners].

Do you renenber what the cost of adm ssion was?

| can't honestly say that | renmenber, but | don't think we

ever paid nore than a quarter to go to the show as kids. |

don't know what adult adm ssion was.

Ddthey print a flier for the nonth, or sonething, of what

the [novies would be], as sone of those old towns used to

do?

No. Cccasionally they'd shoot a flier around town on a

particul ar upcomng event. They always had the big poster

things in the glass out in front, and on the marquee in

| ater years. The early one didn't have that on the

nmar quee.
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How many seats do you think there were in the theater?

In the old theater | would say there were probably 150
seats. In the new one, where they built it 1in an
anphitheater with the chairs all the way around, there
m ght have been 200 or nore.

It was probably well patronized, wasn't it? Going to the
novies was a big activity.

It was the only gane in town, other than the bars. |f you
didn't want to go to a bar and you wanted to be out
sonmepl ace, you went to the theater, unless there was a
dance going on at the high school or at the grade school
gymmasium Quite often there would be a community dance in
t he gymasi um

D d they have a concession stand at the novie?

Ch, you coul d always buy a candy bar and sone popcorn, that
kind of thing. That's about as conplicated as it got.

So we're kind of up to high school. |Is there anything that
stands out in your mnd about Caliente or Panaca in your
hi gh school years?

The nenories of ny high school years are so profuse, it's
hard to kind of segregate them one from the other. Ve
al ways had sonething going on. I was involved in the
athletic program at the high school. | enjoyed the
athletic games A baseball, basketball, football A there was
al ways sonet hing going on and you were always participating
in it. One of the great things that we used to do,
particularly when the weather was nice, you'd kind of
congregate out on the lawn in front of the high school in
the sunshine and sit out there and visit back and forth
with each other, roughhouse a Ilittle mnaybe, a little
westling maybe, sonething like that. Not hi ng rough, but
good, convivial communications back and forth between the
ki ds.

W used to play a lot of softball out on the ballfield
during those hours. In the younger grades, the first
couple of grades always had sone intranural teans,
[depending on] the season it was, baseball or basket-
ball . . . we didn't do that so nuch wth football because
it was generally in the colder part of the year. W had a
good football teamin high school. That was a big part of
every boy's life in our high school. Lee Liston was our
coach, and he was a man you could | ook up to. He conmand-
ed, and got, your respect, and always did an excellent job
with the kids in the athletic programthere.

Professor WIlcox was a nusician in the early years in
Cal i ente. Prof WIlcox and his brother from Pioche
performed in what was called the Caliente Community Band.
They used to have a concert down on the paved area out in
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front of the depot on Sunday. The town would cone down and
formgroups around and listen to this beautiful band. They
had good nusicians and they knew what they were doing. So
when we got into high school this becanme another rather
important activity in the high school.
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Wen we got to high school another inportant activity was
the school band. A lot of the students participated in it.
| have what's called a tin ear, and | can't play anything,

nor sing, either. But | sure enjoyed listening to it.
El ai ne Denton was an outstanding voice in our school, and
she had A she has still A a magnificent voice.

I's that right?

Yes. W had just all kinds of activities going on. And
Joe Theriot, who subsequently canme to Las Vegas and was in
the Vegas school system was kind of a drama teacher type
person in the English departnment. They always put on plays
and would have assenblies where there'd be skits and all
ki nds of things. Every day was absolutely full of things
to do, and a great group of people to be doing it wth.

K. | wanted to back up to describe the town a bit nore
What were the gas stations in town there in the '30s?
Vll, on the corner where the bank is now was a Standard

station. Darryl Mayhew had the station and Buck Fulton
worked for himin the latter part of this period of tine.

There was a Shell service station up on the way out of town
towards Pioche on the left-hand side. There was anot her
Standard station down in the |lower end of town on your way
out towards Las Vegas. Now these were in the later years
of the '30s; in the early years of the '30s there was still
a single punp over in front of CGeorge Center's garage and
service station right alongside the post office and the Gem

Theater on the main street. | can renenber punping gas out
of those old gravity-feed, glass-globed punps that were
t here. In fact, | have one of those that | nmanaged to

scrounge out of a place out on H ghway 66 down here called
Ed's Canp that I"'mcaring for right now As soon as | can
get in a position where | can denonstrate it . . . But
those are basically the service stations that | renenber in
t own.

And did they do nechani cal work too?

The Shell station did sone. There was a garage in town
called Zunpstein's Garage that was a big garage where you
could go in and you could get heavy nechanical work done.
Ceorge Center had a garage over on the business side of
town (I nentioned the punps that were there) that was a big

gar age. | can renmenber going in and looking at the cars
that he had stored in there and the cars they were working
on inside that garage as a youngster. Mostly at the

service stations you got the water checked and the oil
changed, and that kind of thing, and the mechanical work
was done at the other garages.
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The main roads were paved, weren't they? Was H ghway 93
paved?

Not when | first renenber it. It had no oil and no paving
between either Pioche and Caliente, or Caliente on out
towards Las Vegas. You got clear down here to H ghway 91
bef ore you had paved roads.

Is that right? Wen did they pave it, do you recall?

The first 19 mles sticks in ny mnd, out of Caliente
comng west toward Las Vegas. That was probably done in the
md-'30s A '35, '36. M second wife's father was with the
hi ghway departnent at that tine, and he was instrunmental in
that job being done. About that sane tine they began to do
the highway from Pioche and into Caliente. That was spread
out over a period of years. You' d go along and it would be
paved and then you'd go to dirt and then it'd be paved
agai n.

What do you renenber about the spur line going up to Pioche
on the railroad?

It was an integral part of the railroad's operation in
Lincoln County, and they naintained it. A train went to
Pi oche about 6 days a week.

It went up and came back?

Yes.

D d passengers ride it?

Yes. In the earlier days that was one way to get there.
remenber back in ny time in Pioche to the point when the
narrow gauge out to Jackrabbit from Pioche was still in
operati on.

Now, where is Jackrabbit?

Jackrabbit's north of Pioche about 12 mles up in the
nmount ai ns on the west side of the highway. They haul ed ore
down from the Bristol Silver mning area as well as the
Jackrabbit mning area. Bristol Silver's on the other side
of the nmountain and they had a trammay that they sent the
ore over. They then dropped it in Jackrabbit, where they'd
dunp it into these ore cars and the little narrow gauge
train would haul it all into Pioche. 1In the early years it
was processed and mlled down at the big mll below town on
the Pioche side of . . . Subsequently, for as long as it
lasted, it was processed over in the Caselton mlling
operati on.

Then you had a spur that went around the side of the
mountain, didn't you, to Caselton?

Al the way around to Caselton, and then Prince. | think
originally the track that went around to the Prince Mne
m ght have been narrow gauge. (Prince Mne was there |ong
before the Caselton Mne.) But it still was served out of

Jim Gottfredson 61



JG
JG

the Caliente spur line to Pioche, for the ore-handling and
t he suppl yi ng of goods and servi ces.

When did they shut that spur down?

| think it was during the early '50s, when they quit
runni ng trains. It was probably while | was in Pioche
with the store there. | opened the store in Pioche, again
A a reentry into the Pioche market with our stores A in
1948.

X, let's go back to your graduation from high school.
When was t hat?

In May of 1941.

And t hen?

| went alnost imediately to Salt Lake Gty and started in
the LDS business college, where | stayed until the end of

Decenber. | cane hone in the Christrmas period and | didn't
want to go back. | wasn't particularly happy with the
schooling that | was getting there and what | was doing. |
really thought | wanted to be a nechanical engineer. I
always was good with ny hands; | could always work well
with machinery and with equipnment. For instance, in about
1938 | was walking down the alley a block or so up the

street fromwhere we lived, and here in the back yard of a
fellow by the name of Christianson was an old Overland
aut onobi | e coupe. It had just been driven in there and
stopped and parked and never noved back out and the years
had gone by and the tires had gone flat. | saw M.
Christianson on the street one day, and | said "Wiat'Il| you
take for that old car out in your back yard?"
And he said, "Ch, gosh, | don't know "
And | said, "WII you take 5 bucks?"
And he said, "Yeah, 1'll take 5 dollars, and sign over the
slip to you."
So I went and hit ny dad up for 5 bucks and he was kind
enough to give it to nme and | went back there and bought
that old car A this was about ny first year in high school
Al 1 did was go in with a hand punp and punp the tires
up. They held air and | got in and turned the engi ne over
a fewtimes to nake sure there was oil and then | put sone
gasoline . . . it had a reserve tank up on the dashboard on
the inside of the engine conpartnent. The way they worked
it in that particular autonobile, your gas was punped from
the tank up into the reserve tank and then it drained down
A it was gravity-fed. So | filled the reserve tank wth
gasoline and got a new battery and put it in, and turned
t hat sucker over, and it started, and | drove it out of the
back yard of that man's house.
For 5 bucks.
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For 5 bucks, plus scrounging up a battery and punping sone
air into the tires. And that was ny hallmark for the rest
of ny time in high school. That old car created great
times. | took the top off of that old roadster and nade an
open-air roadster with a back seat and a front seat init.
It was a convertible, was it?

No, it wasn't a convertible. It had a steel top, but I
didn't like it. | wanted it to be a roadster, so | cut it
off wth a hacksaw. Took everything but the w ndshield; |
left that on. But that old car gave an awful |ot of Kkids
an awmful lot of fun during those next 3 or 4 years until |
went into the service. Anyway, | thought | wanted to be a
mechani cal engineer so to speak, so | stayed honme and |
worked in the store.

Wiile I was going to school in Salt Lake that first year,
Decenber 7, 1941, happened. On a Sunday. | renenber very
well where | was, who was with nme, all that was done that
day. The war got started and when | cane hone the end of
that nonth | decided I wasn't going back to this business
college; | really wanted to go to the University of U ah
So | worked in the store with ny dad until Septenber, and
then I went into Salt Lake and enrolled in the University
of W ah. I went to school there through that wnter's
peri od. | nmet the lady that | was going to marry right
after | got into town in Septenber of that year and she and
| were married the first of March, 1943.

What was her nane?

Fay Hut chi ngs. She was from Lehi, Wah. W were narried
on the first of March '43, and | went into the navy
i medi atel y. I just volunteered and went in. W were
married on the first of March '43, and on the tenth of
August "44 our first child was born. And that led to the
necessity for this little apartnent being renovated down at

the end of the block fromny folks' home. | served al nost
3 years and was di scharged. Thanksgi ving Day of 1945, |
cane hone and then | joined ny father in the store and

bought a third interest in it on the first day of January
of '46.
In Caliente? Wiere were you in the mlitary?

Vell, | went through boots at Farragut, I|daho, and then I
went back to Ames, lowa, the University of lowa, and took a
crash course in diesel nmechanical work. | went fromthere

to Mare Island, California, where | had ny orders to go on
board the ARS-5 A ARS stood for auxiliary repair ship. An
auxiliary repair ship was a ship that would go out and be
stationed at sone location in the Pacific theater and woul d
servi ce submarines and surface ships, and do the mechani cal
things that need to be done to keep themin service. Wen
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| got down to Mare Island, and got to poking around trying
to find the ARS-5, | found out they hadn't even laid the
keel of the ship yet. [ Chuckles] So | goofed around for
about 6 weeks down there until they finally caught up with
ne.
Then they sent nme to Termnal Island in Long Beach Harbor
and from the WIlmngton Boat Wrks there | went aboard a
brand new subchaser, 110-foot-by-27-foot vessel; all wood.
It had 2 radial, 1200-horsepower GCeneral Mdtors diesels
for propulsion, and 2, 2-cylinder 271 GCeneral Mtors
di esel s and generators for power supply.
Power supply for the boat?
Yes, for the boat. And that was where ny responsibilities
lay, with those 4 engines and other nechanical aspects of
the ship. W went out and shook the ship down and broke it
in and checked it all out and got it functional and were
assigned, after a 6-week shakedown period, to Treasure
Island at San Francisco; and then from there to Monterey,
California. W did coast patrol with this subchaser. W
had the latest that was available in terns of undersea
detection equi pnent and surface-to-ocean mssiles and all
of the firepower that you could stack in a ship that size.
W went to Monterey and we operated there for a few
nont hs.
And then we were assigned into the Pacific; our first
target was Eniwetok. We went to Pearl Harbor on the first
leg of that trip and refilled and refurbi shed and then went
on west in the Pacific to Eniwetok Island. W wor ked
around Eniwetok in antisub work there for a period of tine
and then went down to Tarawa, worked around there for a
period of tinme, and then went still further west over to
t he Pal au I sl ands. If you knew your history of World War
1, there was a big battle at Bloody-Nosed R dge, a big
battle, where the marines took Peliliu Island in the Pal au
group, and that's where we stopped that next tinme. Once
bet ween Eniwetok and Peliliu we went back to Pearl Harbor
and had new engi nes put in our ship and then went back out.
W wound up at Peliliu and were reassigned to go to Quam
where we were to be converted from a subchaser to a
m nesweeper. W were on our way between Peliliu and Guam
when the first bonb was set off in Hro-shina. O course
we got that right away over the wre, the intership
communi cations. Wat we didn't know was that we were about
100 mles from where the cruiser Indianapolis had been
torpedoed after having delivered that bonb. They were on
their way to the Philippine Islands after they dropped the
2 bonbs off that were subsequently dropped .
They dropped them off where, at Tinian?
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Ti ni an. The naval operations in Saipan, Tinian and Guam
wer e al nost contiguous with each other.
There's very little water between thenf?

VWll, there's open sea between them but they're close by.
Particularly when vyou're talking about B-29s and the
flight tinmes and so forth. It was ny understandi ng that

t hey stopped and dropped those first 2 bonbs off in Tinian.
And we were on our way to Guam which is in that sane
general area. Then we heard the news on the second bonb,

and that the war was over. W were still at sea and we
finally cane into @Quam and pulled in there and they
converted us to a m nesweeper. But the need wasn't there
anynor e.

W learned later that the big invasion of the Japanese
| slands was to have taken place Novenber 1st of '45. They
had us and others like us assigned to the role of mne-
sweepi ng in advance of the troops who were going to go in

to Kaiushu, the southernnost of Japan. Kaiushu is, |
subsequently learned, split by a river that runs a |ong
ways north through the mddle of it. There's a delta or

enptying area where it enpties at the southern tip, and our
conm ssion was going to be to sweep in and go right on up
that river as far as we could go. And then when we
couldn't go any further we'd just do whatever the hell was
the best we could do. And the marines and the conbat
troops were going to be right on our tail behind us. | was
very happy to |l earn that the war was over.

Probably the bonb saved your life.

Yes, very likely. | hear people tal k about the devastation
and sadness of it all, and | appreciate all of that, but by
the sanme token | was in a position to know what the

terrible toll was probably going to be if we'd had to
conpl ete our m ssion.

After that | went up to Ckinawa and was in a big typhoon
early in Cctober that cane through there and pushed our
ship and nmany of the others up onto the beach. They

finally tugged us off and put us into the dry dock, and we
got it repaired and | left ny ship on the 3rd of Novenber
to cone back to the States to be discharged. On the 3rd of
Novenber, when | was supposed to be chugging up the river.
What was the nane of your ship?

Just SC- 1368, SC for subchaser. It didn't have a name, per
se, other than that. There were so many of them they just
nunbered t hem

Wiy was it nmade out of wood?

It solved sone problens from the standpoint of mnes and
detection equipnent because of the netal hull. The
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difference between a wood hull and a netal hull was
inmportant in the type of service that we were doi ng.

So it wasn't a netal shortage, it was for a practical
pur pose.

Ri ght .

They nust have really had sonme good mllwights building
t hose t hi ngs.

They did a good job. W had a ship that was extrenely
seawort hy. W went through a couple of typhoons at sea
and sone very rough weather A sone strange circunstances, a
lot of things A and it never gave us problens that we
couldn't live with and handl e.

What did you do when you got di scharged?

| was back in Caliente Thanksgi ving Day, Novenber of '45.
And then the first of January | becane fully involved in
the store in Caliente. There was not nmuch of a transition
period . . . | was there when the railroad decided to
change their steamengines to diesel engines in '47.

What went through your m nd when you heard they were going
to do that?

It was really a traumatic kind of an experience, because it
changed everyt hi ng.

You knew it was the end of Caliente as you' d known it.

Yes. And it was. It's never been Caliente as we knew it
previous to then. By the end of '47, we knew we had to do
sonet hi ng. W needed to get out and protect ourselves as
far as the store was concerned. W cane to Las Vegas and
| ooked around, and we particularly |ooked around at an area
out on Fifteenth East and Boulder H ghway A Fifteenth and
Frenmont area A and deci ded agai nst that.

Which was out in the country? [Chuckles] You say "we."
You and your dad?

My dad and 1I. Qur wives were part of our business A we
were all partners together A but Dad and | were naking the
decisions at the tinme. And we went to Fallon, we went to
Yerington, we went into Sparks. W |ooked at all of these
as possibles for a place to open another outlet, to kind of
help . . . But it cane down to the expediency of the 25
mles between Caliente and Pioche, and Pioche was going
pretty good at the tine.

The m nes were operating.

The mnes were operating. Caselton Mnes were enploying
peopl e and things were whistling right along. So we went
back to Pioche. | went up there, and | think we opened

that second store on the 28th of My of 1948. V¢ bought
the old Thonpson Building and conpletely renodeled it in
Pi oche.
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An interesting thing A in that old store, they had the big
rock walls that were typical of the early-day m ning canps
and they had conbined 2 buildings into one and put a roof
over the top of them The old shelving and the fixtures
and everything that were in that store were constructed of
old native pine. And a one-inch board in those days was
cut one full inch. Al of the lunber that we stripped out
of that building in renodeling was that old native pine
| unber. Qur contractor, the guy who did the renodeling for
us, was O yde WMat hews. He was from Panaca, and he was a
craftsman wi th wood. He had all the equipnent and tools
and everything to do the right thing wth wood. So he
reworked all of that old original pine into what we now
consi der one-by size, and sonme of them were 12 inches and
sone of them were 10 inches. And all of the shelving and
di spl ay cases and everything that are in that nuseum buil d-
ing that was to be our new store when it was finished were
all reconverted from that old native | unber. And all the
| unber in there nowis that sane old |unber that was native
cut .

There were two areas that they took |unber fromin Lincoln
County. One was on the H ghland Peak across from Casel ton
and the other one was in the Ey nountains south of
Caliente up in the old Ely sawmm || area.

And that's where they got their lunber in the early days?
That's where they got their lunber in the early days. And
| strongly suspect that ny forebearers who were out in
Li ncoln County were using teans and wagons in that kind of
a business at the time, hauling lunber, alfalfa or hay,
pr obabl y. In fact | know in one account they did talk
about hauling lunmber. So | suspect that they were invol ved
in sone way in . :

And years later you reworked it.

Yes, one thing that |I renenber, the wi ndows in the back had
very ornate, beautiful casing around them which we renoved
at the tinme we renodeled. And when we pulled one of them
off of the back, on the left side in the back of the
building, on the back side of it, there was inscribed in
there, in black A looked like it'd been burned on with a
torch or sonething A "Salt Lake Gty Wah" and then a date,
"1874."

Is that right? That wasn't the site of your dad's store
was it?

Oiginally? No, Dad's store originally was across the
street and down a little bit where there's a building on

t he corner. It still stands. It doesn't resenble in any
way the building that ny dad had his store in, but it's
still there and it's the original |ocation. There's an
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The first building was his store.

bui | di ng.
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| was thinking about that old Thonpson Building this
nmorning while | was taking a shower. | can remenber when
we were doing the renodeling, | worked ny way up into what
would be the attic, and it was very obvious from what you
could see that there had been 2 buildings side by side
They'd each had a hip roof over them And then, when they
conbined the building into one big building and opened up
between the two, they went over the top of both buildings,
then or at sone later date, and just rebuilt a whole roof
structure over the top of both of them VW did have a
little problem in a spot or two with |eakage, but not a
serious anount. But to try to go in and rebuild those
roofs and do things could be quite a chore.

D d you keep the store in Caliente going at this tine?

Oh, yes, the Caliente store continued to operate. And it
was during the tinme that we were renodeling that building
in 1950 that ny sister and her husband, both graduates of
Bri gham Young University in Provo, Uah, decided that they
were going to put their marbles together and get narried

and do the rest of their |ife together. At one time, ny
younger brother had been given an opportunity to and had
been active in the Caliente store. Oiiginally, | said I
bought a third interest in ny dad's A that's not quite
correct. | bought a 25-percent interest.

What did it cost you, can you say?

Yes, he was rather generous. | think he sold it to nme for

about $7,000 or $8, 000.

It was worth that nuch?

Ch, yes. And | paid that off over the next few years out

of profits fromthe business, which is an easy way to work.
It isn't everybody that gets an opportunity like that. M

younger brother, Robert, was offered a 25-percent interest

in the business. He started to work with us, and things

got going, but he had sonme problens. He liked to ganble

and he liked to booze a little. He finally backed out and

closed out his interest in the store.

D d your dad owmn the building in Caliente?

Yes, he did. He bought that from Charles Culverwell at the

time the Amantes noved out and cane to Las Vegas.

D d your dad have his store when the Amantes were there?

Yes, but he was in a different |ocation dowmn at the end of

the street.

Ch, and then when the Amantes noved out then he noved in.

Then he noved up into what was the Anmante sal oon.

So it had been a saloon when the Amantes had it and your

dad converted it to a store.
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Ri ght . To continue, it was originally ny father's
intention that he would retain a 25-percent interest, and
each of his 3 children would each have a 25-percent
interest, and as a famly unit we would own the business.
By 1950 it had becone apparent that Robert was not ever
going to be interested in being a part of the business.
Sonewhere about that sane tinme ny sister Dot and her
husband Ws were narried, and at that point we increased
our percentage to a third and Ws and Dot bought a third
interest and ny dad and nom retained a third interest.
From that tine on, we operated as an equal partnership in
t he busi ness.

Regardl ess of where the store was.

That's right.

Then you ki nd of took charge of the Pioche branch.

| did. In fact, | went up there and it was ny baby. | ran
it and managed it and developed the business and it did
very well the first few years, too. Then in the early

1950s, the mne down at Caselton began to run out of fairly
good ore, and the price of zinc and |ead and silver
declined considerably. Tines were real tough in Pioche.

Dd they run out of ore at Caselton?

Vll, they ran out of ore that was comercially feasible,
where they were getting it from the depths that they were
getting it in the mnes. The process of punping the water
out of the mnes and the tunnels and the shafts, and
sending the nmen and equi pnment down there to do the work

and bringing it all back up to the surface got to be
prohi bitive because of the decline in the price of ore and
a declining grade value in the ore. They converged on each
other. By 1952 Pioche had nmade a big turnaround and was on
t he rocks.

Wile Caliente wasn't a whole bunch better than it had
been, they had survived and recovered from the original
shock of the railroad change, and were naking noney. | was
maki ng noney in Pioche with the store there, but by 1955
t hi ngs had gotten tough enough that we decided we'd better
try to copper our bets one nore tine.

What does "copper our bets" nmean?

It neans put your noney on the table. [If you want to nake
a bet you d better have your noney out there. So,
guarantee our bets. In other words; try to guarantee our
own bets. So we, again, |looked all over the state and

again finally decided that it should be Ely that we would
go to.
Wiy did you select Ely?
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Proximty was probably the nmajor factor. It was as close
as it was. Second, it was wheeling and dealing. But in
the mning industry, again.

Way didn't you consider Vegas, or did you?

Vell, we |ooked down in Vegas. W felt maybe . . . | say
"we," and | have to be honest with you and tell you that ny
dad was 90 percent and | was 10 percent in a decision that
was made like that. He was the authority. W had
di scussions early on in our partnership and we agreed that,
no matter what the circunstances was, everybody was going
to go at | east 60 percent of the way in the problem trying
to get it solved, and not have any disagreenents between
us. W operated on that |evel.

There was a store in Ely that was for sale; it was the Bel
and Whorton Store .

What was his thinking in not wanting to go to Vegas this
tinme?

| think he was afraid of it; | think it was too big.

Too different.

Too different. Too overwhelmng for small town people
Ely was nore in the area of the kind of thing that we
[ specialized in]. But anyway, we did finally work out a

deal with Dale Bell and den Wworton to buy the Bell and
Whorton Store in Ey.

Were they elderly and retiring?

That about puts the finger on it.

And Ely was still going good then, wasn't it?

Ely was goi ng good. Wen we took that store over on the
first of February in 1956, there were about 3600 nen
enpl oyed in the mning industry there.

Ddthat include the mll at MGlI?

Yes, that would include MG Il and Ruth and all of the area
county, as far as the mning industry. But in addition to
that there was really a very large and very reliable,
strong cattle and sheep industry there. There were sone
pretty darn good-sized operations in the county, and they
all centered into Hy. Most of them becanme very good
custoners of mne as the years went by. The Paris famly
out at Cherry COreek brought herders in, which was a common
practice from over in the Pyrenees A they'd bring in the
Basque herders and put them out on the range and they' d be
out there for 6 nonths before they'd even |let them cone to
town the first tine. Wen they'd cone to town they'd give
them sonme of their noney and they played and roared and
hooted and hollered and then they went back out on the
range.

What was the nane of that famly?

Paris, Bert Paris and his famly.
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Cherry Creek is south . . . ?

North of Ely, about 40 mles. There were several Basque
famlies that were very promnent. Gogachia was one of the
Basque famlies that we did a lot of business with, and we
did a lot of business with the Parises and ot hers.

At this point | net a man who becane a very personal cl ose,
good friend of mne who had the big spread down at
Sunnysi de Ranch, and that was Care Wipple. dare and his
wife and ny wife and | becane real close friends and did
many, many things together in the years to cone.

D d you change the name of the store?

Yes, we did. It was Bell and Wiorton and we changed it to
Cottfredson's Departnment Store. Ve were very, very well
recei ved.

It was clothing, wasn't it?

Al clothing and shoes. Wen we first cane there was a
grocery store on the corner and then a hardware store,
which was Hall's Hardware, and then ours. And we had

interior doors that opened between the 3 busi nesses.

So there were 2 stores between you and the Bank d ub,
originally?

Right. The one nearest the Bank dub on the corner was a
grocery store and the one in the center was Hall's Hardware
Store, and then there was our store. At one tinme that had
all been the Goodnman Tidball Store. And when Goodman
Tidball sold out in 1948 or '"47 they divided it and sold it
as 3 different [operations]. So what we acquired when we
cane to Ely was the clothing end of what had been the old
Goodman Tidball store in Ely. W had the nicest store in
town, we had the best lines of nerchandise . . . all we had
to do was go in and prove to the people in Wite Pine
County that we were worthy of their trust and business.
That we still had to do. But as far as the organi zati on of
the business is concerned, it was in place. It was a nice,
easy way to nake an entry into that town. And we did, and
we managed to maintain profitability in that store; as |ong
as we kept it there it was profitable. A very nice store.
How | ong were you there?

In 1963, | decided | wanted to get out of the business. In
the neantine, ny father had died in 1961

And he had kept the store in Caliente going right up to the
end?

Yes, right. The store in Pioche had closed in the interim
of that tinme. It got so bad in Pioche .

Oh, you didn't close it down when you went to Ely?

No, it stayed open. W hired a young man out of Evy to
cone down and manage that store, and he was there a couple
of years after we left.
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When did you cl ose the Pioche store down?

| think '58. Things got so bad there that there was just
no way. It was that tinme, | think in 1958 or '59, that we
got together as a famly and donated the Pioche store
building to the county with the proviso that they would
mai ntain a county nmuseumand |ibrary on the prem ses.

Is the library in the sanme buil ding now t here?

| think not. | think they put the Ilibrary in another
building up the street, but they've essentially conplied.
Was the building worth quite a little when you donated it?
That's quite a donati on.

Vel |, how do you define worth?

Yes, you probably couldn't have sold it.

W probably couldn't have sold it, so maybe it didn't have
any worth in that respect. But on the other hand, it was a
very substantial building and we had conpletely renodel ed
it only a few years previously. So it was in good
condition and good shape. W had it appraised and donated
it to the county, and that gave us a charitable deduction
t ax- w se.

How did you conme up with the idea of the nmuseunf

My father died in Cctober 1961. He had been diabetic for
many years, and he was beginning to have the kinds of
problens in his eyes that nost long-tine diabetics have
and he was gradually becomng legally blind. He could
still, in the latest tines of his life, determne shadows
and definitions to a degree, but it was shadows and |ight
and dark areas. In the last 6 years of his life he started
using the idea of creating a nmuseum as a thing that he
could do with his eyes, and still function. He and Momdid
a lot of it together. He got scrounging around all of
those old Lincoln County barns and chicken coops and
basenents, and he cane up with about a dozen old treadle
organs that had cone into the county back in the 1800s wth
immgrating famli es. Qut of that dozen, he refurbished
and had available to start the nuseum 6 or 7 old treadle
organs that he had refurbished; he had done it all by hand
hinself. And it becane his desire that there be a hone for
the treasures that he had reworked.

He found these organs in . .

Chi cken coops, barns, covered with dung .

When did he start scrounging around |ike that7

Probably in 1953.

Is that right? And he found them that late out in these
bar ns?

Vell, they were junk. Some of them were covered wth
chi cken dung so thick they didn't even know what was under
it, and this kind of thing.
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And he taught hinself howto repair then?
Vell, vyes. As | described nyself a while ago, ny father
was extrenely adept with his hands A mechanical things and
so forth. He used that talent in refurbishing and restoring
those old organs. Sonme of them cane out of basenents. |If
you |look at the history that he put together on each organ
it tells you pretty nmuch where it canme from and who it
bel onged to and that kind of thing. He got theminto fine
condition and he wanted a honme for them
So the idea of a nuseum grew out of the idea to find a hone
for the organs that he had refurbished.
Right, on his part, nunber one. And nunber two, the
necessity of finding a useful purpose for the building in
Pi oche.
Not the one in Caliente?
No. By this tine the one in Caliente had kind of turned
around; it was com ng back and getting stronger and better.
Al of that initial shock and the reverberati ons had worn
off and things were happening. There were a |ot of people
who lived in Caliente and went to work at the Test Site.
So the Test Site was inportant in Caliente' s com ng back.
Yes it was. Very inportant. As soon as they started
testing it began to affect the possibilities for Lincoln
County enpl oynent. They canme in the back door through [a
different route].
They probably stayed out there at their canps, didn't they,
and canme hone weekends to Caliente.

Yes.

But it was a significant thing in terns of Caliente's
econony? JG

It surely was. And still is today. But anyway, that's how
t hat nmuseum cane about. In the process of that, and in the

process of the years of finding these old organs, he found
many, many other treasures in places you would never even
dream of them bei ng. And he worked with the people who
were instrunmental in donating or commtting for display
those treasures to the nuseum That was his swan song in
this world, and he loved every mnute of it. He got a |ot
out of his life that he would not have gotten any other
way.

Who else was instrunmental in helping him put this whole
t hi ng toget her?

| was not there. | was in Ely at that tinme, and | honestly
can't give you an answer. I"m sure he got a lot of help
froma lot of the old-tiners, froma lot of his old friends
that he could call on, and the know edge that they had.
Enery Conway, for instance. Enery was raised down on the
Conway ranch below Caliente about 4 or 5 mles, and the
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original Conway hone still stood, and was still furnished
as it was back at the turn of the century when they set up
the old Conway ranch and built that building and furnished
the house. Everything was still there intact and in apple
nunber one order. So, I'msure with Enmery's help, ny dad
and Enery arranged for a typical roomout of that home with
all of the original furnishings and everything to be built
inside of the museum building in Pioche. They transferred
all the furnishings and trappings and everything else to

that room and it's still there today.
| renmenber it. The organs are in there, aren't they?
Vell, that was a direct contribution fromny father. But

the building was donated on behalf of the 3 partners A ny
father and nother and ny sister and her husband and ny wfe
and | .

What's your sister and her husband' s nane, again?

Dorothy and Ws Holt. M sister has since passed away, but

Wes is still there. Ws and ny sisters' children are the
ones who are now running the Caliente store.

(h, so the Caliente store is still in existence.

Still in existence, and you should go there A and be

prepared to see great things when you do.

Is that the only big store in town?

That's the big store A it stretches all the way along the
street.

Yes, |I've been in there. It's a great big thing. That was
your store.

Vell, that was initiated by a $500 | oan back in 1927.

"1l be darned.

But anyway, | decided I didn't want to be in the departnent

store business anynore.

Was t he business going down at all?

Ch, it was a constant battle in Ely. W no nore than got
settled into that store and began to get acquainted in the
community and things were going pretty good when all of a
sudden Consolidated Copper Mnes were purchased by the
Kennecott Copper Corporation. Consolidation took place and
that elimnated about 400 or 500 people inmedi ately.

Where was Consol i dat ed?

Consol i dated was up at Kinberly.

Oh, that was a different conpany.

A different company entirely. Kennecott operated the big
Ruth pit but Consolidated was up on the southwest end of
the property.

Just as an aside, do you know anything about the Ruth and
Kal i nsky shafts that they sunk and then cane and under m ned
then? It left a big pit there, right?

Vell, | think it ultimately just all caved in on them
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| was up there 12 or 13 years ago, and | was |ooking at
this huge pit and | asked a fellow, "Could you tell ne
where the Ruth and Kalinsky shafts are?" | wanted to go
see them because ny dad had worked in them

He said, "Well, they're right out there in the mddle of
the pit."

The mning that you' re tal king about happened years back,
bet ween the Ruth and the Kali nsky.

Vell, he was working there in the '50s .

They hired a big highway construction operation based in
Fallon, Silver State Construction Conpany. They stri pped
all of that off the top, and that's how that pit got there.
By this tinme Kennecott had consolidated everything, and
they were in a position where they could mll ore of I|ower
grades than previously. When the underground mning was
going they had high-grade ore down there, but they cane to
the end of it. Then they decided they could strip off the
top of all of this, which they did, and they open-pit
mned it. And that's what created that big pit. But that
pit goes way back into the '30s.

The original pit, yes. So you soon encountered problens
with things being up and down and what not :

By the mddle of '57 the two mnes had consolldat ed, and
then this big stripping operation had gone on. They' d
gotten down to where they were now into ore, and they
brought in these huge trucks for hauling that |ow grade
ore, and every one of those trucks laid off 10 people. And
they brought in a lot of those big trucks. Wen we first
got up there, as | nentioned before, there were about 3600
men enpl oyed there in the mning industry. W were down to
around 15-1600 by 1958. So in 2 years' tinme we |ost al nost
hal f the people who were enployed in the mning industry.
And then, commensurate with that, the cattle and sheep
industry was getting tougher and tougher and tougher, for
several reasons. Cimatic conditions contributed a great
deal to the problem because we didn't get the rain and snow
that we'd had previously. So they were having to cull
their flocks, and cut the nunber of head they coul d range.
So simultaneously with the mnes having big troubles, we
were al so seeing big troubles with the ranching industry.
It got to the point where it was just touch and go.

And it seened (and it seens today) that every tinme things
started to look up a little bit, the unions in Ely would
call a strike, or threaten a strike. They didn't have to
call a strike, they just threatened it and everything went
to hell in a handbasket. It's like our econony today A
everybody's just afraid to do anyt hing.
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CHAPTER TEN

In late '57 we put on a big programto raise $75,000 to go
up on top of the mountains and put a television relay
system in, and we brought television to Wite Pine County
for the first time in 1958. | worked very, very strongly
in that program In fact, | was the chairman of the group
that did it. W were shooting for $100,000. W didn't hit
our goal quite, but we did raise $75,000 to finance the
installation and managed to get it all done.

What year did you sell out, then?

| liquidated in 1965.

Dd you close the store, or did you sell it, or what?

No, | didn't sell it. The building was | eased. I still
had sonme tinme on the | ease which | paid off over the period
of the few nonths that were left, but | shut the store
down, liquidated, and everything we didn't sell | brought
to Caliente and put in the Caliente store. After that
consolidation had been done | sold ny interest in the

Caliente store to ny sister and her husband, and they paid

me for it through the years.

Then what did you do?

| came to Las Vegas.

And what year was that?

| noved physically to Las Vegas in '64, in June, but I

didn't close the store in Ely until the early part of '65.
| was going back and forth periodically to close things

out Al think I told you a story about the guy with the

noney that took place in late '65.

So you nmade a big career change. Was that tough to do?

How did you | ook at that?

The nost difficult part enotionally for nme, in doing it,

was not the changing of ny personal business interests,

because | was ready. The saddest part of it all was the

disintegration of +the years and years and years of

organi zation that had gone into the store there in Ely. W

had the finest |ines of nerchandi se avail able . :

Way don't you nention sonme of the nerchandi se you had?

Vll, we had Florsheim shoes, for instance. Levi Strauss

was one of our biggest; Arrow shirts. In our wonen's

ready-to-wear departnments we had the finest |ines that were

manufactured and distributed out of the Wst Coast.

Cossard in foundation garnents for wonmen, which today is

still one of the biggest and strongest; Vanity Fair, which
i s anot her
Yes, | remenber it as being a quality store.

Really. And the saddest part of it all was to watch those
lines disintegrate and go away from that |ocation, because
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they'd been there for so long. And so nuch tinme and energy
had gone into bringing them together. That was where |
really got sone heartfelt thoughts.

RM Wsat did you do when you cane to Vegas, then?

JG | established a little business that had an electric |anp
bulb franchise wth CGeneral Electric. Nevada Light-R ght,
Inc., was the nane of that. W did that in "65 in Las
Vegas, and operated till | sold it in'72 to sonme people in
Cal i forni a.

RM  How did you happen to get into that?

JG [Chuckles] It was a dream of a neighbor of mne. | noved

into a new area in Las Vegas, just to the north of Desert
Inn road and about where Pawnee runs up through there.

There was a brand new tract of homes just conpleted, and |
bought one of them  The guy who bought the one next door
to me was a fellow by the nane of Douglas Mon. And Doug
Moon was an account executive with KLAS TV. Doug had a
dream Doug's dream was all of those light bulbs that he
could see shining in every nmarquee and everypl ace. He
wanted to get into the business of selling light bulbs in
Las Vegas so badly, but he didn't have any noney. And [he
was aware of] the trenendous opportunity that lay there in
terms of specialized projection-type lanps for the shows at
the hotels, and special equipnment A all of that Kkind of
stuff. So we got to talking about it, and in the neantine

| was a stockbroker. | was licensed as a stockbroker by
this tine. | got ny license as a stockbroker in '63.

RM That's what you decided to nmake your transition on

JG Yes. | was selling stocks and bonds on kind of a part-tine

basis and trying to get ny feeling for the comunity, and
we got acquainted with ny neighbor and we'd sit out on the
patio and have a barbecued steak or sonething and talk
about this fantastic opportunity. So we contacted Ceneral
El ectric and they went wth us on a franchise for GE | anps,

but not exclusive. W put in a specialty distribution
conpany called Nevada Light-R ght, and Doug went out and
sold it. It was a good operation. W had all of Del

Webb's organi zation. And | nean all of it A San Franci sco,
Fresno, Phoenix, here, Lake Tahoe. W were feeding all of
their light bulb products to every one of those facilities.
W did business with the International Hotel when it was
built, we did business with the Stardust, we did business
with the Desert Inn. W put every light bulb in every
socket in Caesar's Palace when they opened it up. [t was
18, 000 sone-odd dollars worth of just light bulbs. W had
a pretty nice little business going. M son and son-in-|aw
got involved init, and ultimately it led A at least in the
case of ny son-in-law A to his being extrenely successful
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in the electrical representative business. He reps lines
to users. (He noved to Reno to do that.)

RM And then you sold that when?

JG In '72. And | went full-tine then in the stock brokerage
busi ness, which I did until ny wwfe died in "81. That kind
of put a whole new slant on the world for ne.

RM Wat did she die of?

JG She had a very virulent lung cancer, and she wasn't a
snmoker. It was just a real strange thing. And it took her
very rapidly. Then Alyce and | were narried in '82, and
Alyce had an 8-year-old daughter at that tinme, and didn't
want her to go to school in Las Vegas, so | closed out the
Las Vegas operation and cane to Boul der Gty.

[ Tape is turned off for a while]

JG You heard that Charlie CQulverwell was sheriff in Caliente
for a nunber of years. This story happened when | lived in
Pioche. M wife and fanmly and | had taken a vacation A it
was in the early '50s A and we'd gone over to Lake Tahoe.
Through friends of Elaine and Bill Eardensohn we got a
cabin up at the |lake, and we went up there and stayed. n
our way back, late at night, we were comng from Reno
across to Fallon and then on over to Austin, to Eureka, Ey
and then to Pioche by highways 50 and 93. There's a way
station just east, over the nountain from Austin. W hit
that way station about 1:00 or 1:30 in the norning, and I
was needing coffee pretty bad, and it was open. | stopped
there and went into the little way station, and there was a
guy behind the bar. As soon as | walked in the door | said
to him "CGot such a thing as a cup of coffee here?"

He said, "You bet | have." He turned and started worKking
his way around to the coffee pot, and it becane obvious to
me at that point that the nman was sight-inpaired, if not
bl i nd. But he did find the coffee pot and a cup and he
poured ny coffee for nme and put it over in front of ne.

And we got to talking a little bit.

He said, "Were you fron®"

| said, "Ch, I'"'mfrom Pi oche.™

"Ch, yeah, | know that country over there, | know that
country. | was there years ago."

"The hell you were. Wat were you doi ng over there?"

He said, "Well, | wused to follow sonme of the old mning
canps around a little bit. | did things that nmade noney
and managed to stay alive."

And | said, "What were you doi ng over around Pioche?"

He said, "Wll, | was really out at the Silver Queen m ne.
You know where the Silver Queen is?"

Jim Gottfredson 79



JG
JG
JG

| said, "Well, it just happens to be that | do know where

the Silver Queen is. There's nothing there now but old
remants of a couple of buildings."

And he said, "Yeah, but back in the 1920s, | was there
They were trying to get that mne open and get it going.
And | had a little tent saloon in town." And he said,
"Pretty good little business.” He said it was Prohibition
time.

| said, "Yeah, that woul d have been during Prohibition."
"Wll," he said, "we operated till the sheriff showed up
and when the sheriff showed up he cane over . . . " And he
said, "You know Charlie Cul verwel | ?"

| said "Yeah, [|'ve known Charlie Culverwell for a |ong
time."

"He was sheriff at the tine. So he cane into the sal oon
and nmade it very clear to ne that he'd be back in whatever
period of tinme, a couple weeks or three, and by then he'd
expect nme to have enough cash together to cover ny cost of
doing business as an unlicensed business here in Silver

Queen.” And he said, "So | said "OK’ | got things going,
| got as much booze in the place as | could and | sold
everything | could sell and | liquidated right down to

where | didn't have anything left in the place but noney. A
couple of days before the sheriff was due to show up, |
packed up ny noney and left town. He never did catch up
with nme." [Laughter]

And here | am in the mddle of the night, talking to a guy
who's obviously sight-inpaired, maybe blind, in the mddle
of a little joint out there in the center of the state of
Nevada. He's telling ne about ny sheriff [laughs] and how
t hey oper at ed. And | really believe that's the way they
operated in those days.

Was Cul verwel | saying that he wanted a pay-off?

Yes. It was the cost of doing business.

And so this man was gone before he could get it.

Yes. And the Silver Queen Mne didn't last very |ong.

Were was the Silver Queen?

If you go north out of Pioche to Jackrabbit, you take a
dirt road to the left and go around the point of the
mountain and go due west across Sunnysi de. Down on what
would really be the south end of the Mil eshoe country, or
in that vicinity, up on one of those nountain ridges that
jut up out of the desert floor out there, was this old
Silver Queen Mne. M good friend dare Wipple' s father
who died at the age of sone 90-odd years, had staked that
old Silver Queen Mne the first tinme it was ever staked,
and had sold it 3 or 4 tines to pronoters. Every tine he
sold it to a pronoter, the pronoter went out and pronoted
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somet hi ng being done in there A sonme dirt noved, or this or
that, then it'd all go to hell in a handbasket because
there wasn't anything there.

Just | ooked like there mght be?

And old M. Wipple would conme back in and pick up the
remmants when it was gone, and a few years |ater [chuckles]
he'd sell it again. | think he told ne he sold it 3 tines.
This particular tine was probably the mddle tine.

[ Laughs]

[ Tape recorder is turned off for a while.]

RM

JG

W're talking a little bit about Jims personal experience
with nuclear fallout from atnospheric testing of atomc
weapons.
At Eastertime of 1953, ny wife and famly and | cane to Las
Vegas from Pioche to see our good friends the Eardensohns.
(W always tried to get together every few weeks.) And
also to see the bright lights in Las Vegas, of course. W
had conpleted our weekend of having fun and enjoying each
other's conpany, and were headed hone and we deci ded that
rather than get out of here late on Sunday night we would
get up early the next norning. This was Easter Sunday of
that year. W would get up early Mnday norning and drive
on up to Pioche. It was only about a 3-1/2- to 4-hour
drive and, rather than get up there in the mddle of the
ni ght and be tired and everything el se, we decided to go up
in the norning. | had people who would open the store and
operate it till | got there, so that wasn't of any concern

W got up bright and early, got in the car and were on our
way before daylight, out of Las Vegas going north up
towards d endale Junction, where the highway took across
and went back up to Lincoln County at that time. W got up
just up north of Apex maybe 2 mles, wiere the big
sheetrock mning operation is up there. Al of a sudden
nighttime became daylight A bright, brilliant daylight.

And over a period of a few seconds it gradually faded away
and went back into dark. The sun was on its way up and as
we traveled further north and got up to dendale Junction
to cut back across to go into Al ano, the daylight began to
come upon us. And it was a windy day. There was a |ot of
wind and dust flying around A | renenber that specifically.

Wen we got up to Alanp, right where the Standard station
is, down at the main street in Alano and the highway, we
were stopped by people fromthe Atomc Energy Conm ssion

They flagged us down and stopped us, and asked us to get
out of the car, please, and they were running radiation
counters all over the car and all over us. And everybody
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was hotter than a firecracker. It was just really sending
t hose readi ngs out the w ndow.
You nmean everybody in the car?
Everybody in the car, the car itself, the whole thing. So
they told us to proceed as rapidly as possible on into
Caliente, and to stop at a particular garage there, Bob
O sen's garage at the tine, and have our car washed down
thoroughly. They said, "W'll take care of having your car
washed down." Which they did A they had sonebody there
W unloaded all of our baggage, and they nade us take
everything that we had in the way of clothing over to the
cl eaning shop and have it cleaned or go through a washing
machi ne and have everythi ng washed thoroughly and freshened
up. W all had to go take showers, and they said, "W
suggest you take a good |ong shower and soap yourself off
good everywhere, at l|least twice during the course of the
shower. And don't put on any of the clothing that you had
with you; you're going to have to get new clothing there."
And so we did; we got new clothing at the store and went
on our way on to Pioche.

And that's was the end of it, wuntil . . . 1've been
watching this stuff going on in UWah, about the
downwi nders. About 2 years ago, | think, | was watching

sone kind of docunentary that was on television having to
do with this stuff, and all of a sudden there was a picture
of ny car, at that stop in A ano.
No ki ddi ng.
No kidding. Unbeknownst to us, they were filmng what was
going on there. And |I'mabsolutely positive it was ny car.
It was a 1953 Chevrolet, Belaire, and | bought a brand new
one when the new nodels cane out in '52, and it was a
nmustard-colored car with a white top. I"msure it was ny
car sitting there. But by the tinme | realized that it was
there, the shot noved on to sonething else. SO0 sonmewhere

inthe files is that footage, |'msure.

That's really interesting. They tell you to wash it off,
but where is it supposed to go? I nmean, the radiation
doesn't suddenly disappear, it goes into the ground or the
sewers or whatever. I"m wondering if that couldn't have

been related to your wife's cancer.
That's what |'ve said.

Alyce Cottfredson: H s sister died of cancer too.

RM
JG
RM
JG
RM
JG

She did? Wat kind?
Bone cancer.

How ol d was she?
Forty-eight, 1 think.

It sure nmakes you wonder
It sure does.
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D d she get any exposures that you know of ?

Ch, yes. W lived in Caliente, Pioche and Pioche .

Dd Caliente get a regular dusting . . . ?

Ch, regular, yes. Every time they shot one of those
suckers that was the nornmal flow of the wind. And that's
also the sane carry that went on over in southern U ah,
that everybody's up in arns about over there.

h, really?

There are quite a few articles that | have copies of that
tell you about Caliente and the fallout.

Ch, great. Dd the people in Caliente notice a high rate
of cancer? Have people ever commented on what seens to be
an inordinate occurrence?

Not in conversations wth ne, but it's a general topic of
di scussion up there, | think.

| know they feel the same way in A ano.

Vell, from the Test Site where they were setting those
bonbs off, across to the northeast, that's the direct line
A across A ano, Caliente and Pioche and over into southern
Ut ah. Anyway, that was one occurrence where | know dam
good and well we got pretty heavily exposed.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

JG

JG

JG

JG

JG

When they first started setting those atomc bonbs off at
the Test Site, it was general practice, when we knew or
heard that a test was going to be set off in the norning,
to get up early in the norning and stand out and watch for

the flash that would come fromit. And then count down
until you'd hear the runble of the expl osion.
W used to do that too, from Reveille Valley. Ve were

north, and we didn't get too many dustings. But at that
time everybody was out looking for uranium and they were
going crazy around the whole valley there because they were
getting high readings on the Ceiger counters and

scintillators. Everybody thought there was uranium
everywhere out there and it was nothing but fallout.
Vell, | guess we've learned an awful |ot about radiation

and what it can do to the body, in the years that have gone
by.

Yes. | think, in fairness to the governnent, nobody fully
appreciated . . .

| think that's absolutely right.

At the sane tine, | think they were slipshod in a lot of
their practices and everyt hi ng.

" msure they were.

And I'm not sure there haven't been coverups and
di shonesty.
Ch, I"'msure there's been plenty of that. There always is

when you get into a nasty situation, where you' re talking
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about governnment and bureaucracy and all the things that go
on. You always got coverups. You always find it extrenely
difficult to get to the bottom of sonmething in an honest
and straightforward way.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

Jim could you say a little bit about the role that radio
played in life in Caliente in the '20s and ' 30s?

My first nmenories of radio would be in ny grandfather Law s
honme in Delta, probably about 1929. That radio had what
was called the cat's whisker tuning system You had to
nove this little fine wire around on the crystal to find
where the signal was in order to tune it in and listen to
it. | remenber listening to that radio in ny grandfather
and grandmother Law s hone in Delta, back that early A in
1928 or 1929. By the tinme things got around to where we
were doing business in this type of nerchandise in Caliente

You didn't deal with themin Pioche?

Vell in Pioche, if you'll recall in the narrations prior to
this, we talked about the Colunbia record player and the
record players. Those were the things that were selling in
the Pioche tinme, through the late '20s. There were not
that many radi os at that tine.

By the early 1930s radio had becone nmuch nore available in
the rural areas. You could hear nore stations A KSL in
Salt Lake and KNX in Los Angeles and KFl in San Francisco
and so forth. Qut in the mddle of the desert where we

lived, daytinme radio was virtually nil. But at night and
in the early nornings you could get fairly good radio
reception out there. And big sets becane popul ar. The

super heterodyne circuitry that was developed in the early
'30s becane a very popular part of the radio world. You
could get a big powerful set A maybe it'd have 12 or 15
different anplifying tubes in it. They'd bring that sound
through on the radio and it was really pretty good,
everyt hi ng bei ng consi der ed.

But nore inportant to the areas where we lived out in rural
Nevada was the devel opnment of the record industry, and the
i nprovenents that were nade in records. By the m d-1930s
ny father was selling conbination sets that had nice radios
as well as a record player built into them So that in the
daytime if you wanted to hear nusic and you couldn't
receive the radio signal you could always turn the phono-

graph on. And they becane a very popular item in the
Caliente store. W sold a lot of them through the years
from'35 until | left to go to war, years later.

"Il tell you an incident that you mght find interesting.
My father normally canme into the store in the norning
around 8:00 or 8:00 and opened the door and got everything
ready to go for the day. He nornmally was the | ast nman out.
And when they checked up at night in the store, they would
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t ake whatever cash there was. There was no bank to put it
in, and it wasn't safe to put it in the safe because they
blew safes in those days when they robbed the place. So
you had a huge big inventory of nerchandise and you woul d
select at random a place to put the noney A in a box or
under a shoe box or under a shirt box or soneplace A and it
becane relatively safe insofar as everything was concerned
but a possible fire. Because it wasn't likely that anybody
who got in or broke into the building would be able to find
t hat packet, randoniy hid.

Vell, ny dad closed up the store this one evening and he
| ooked around and finally picked out a nice big console
radio set that was sitting over on the other side of the
store as a place to hide the noney for the night. He went
over and slipped the noney in through a round hol e that was
in the back that let air into this radio set. He sli pped
his hand in through there and dropped this little noney
packet alongside of the chassis, the inside of the
conbi nati on radi o- phonogr aph.

Vel |, sonething held himup the next norning, and he didn't
get to the store as early as he normally did. And Hi
Thonmpson, who we've talked about previously, opened the
store that norning, and he no nore than got the store open
and one of the Mexicans that lived in the house up at the
far east end of town, in one of those railroad section
houses, wal ked in the door and said, "I want that radio. |
been looking at it and I want that radio and I'"'mready to
pay for it and take it right now "

H said "OK ['ll take the noney and I'Il deliver it right
up to your house and you can have it this norning." So the
man bought the radio and paid for it and H put it on the
truck and took it up and installed it in his house, turned
it on and it played and everything was just fine.

He came back to the store, and about that tine ny dad
wal ked in the store. He |ooked around and said, "H, what
happened to the radio that was standi ng over here?"

And H said, "Ch, | sold that this norning, Jim isn't that
great ?"

M/ dad said, "You sold it? You delivered it already?" And
he said, "Yeah, delivered it and playing |ike a dream up
there." [Laughter]

Dad didn't say anything nore, he just went out and got in
his pickup truck and he drove up to the guy's house and
knocked on the door, and when this section crewran answered
the door, ny dad said, "You know, you bought a radio this
nmorning at the store.”

He said "Yeah, | did, it's great, it's playing, it's
beautiful ."
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And Dad said, "Wll, | need to get the serial nunbers and
the nodel nunbers off of the back of that. H forgot to
get the information. | have to have this so we can be sure
and get your guarantee in place onit."

So the guy said, "Ch, cone on in."

Dad went in and dragged it away from the wall and reached
in and picked out that little packet of noney and then
pretended to be witing sonme nunbers and stuff down and
slipped it in his coat pocket and wal ked out and the man
never did know that he had several hundred dollars in the
back of that radio. M dad talked about that for years.

[ Laught er ]

Your dad handled it real snoothly, didn't he? He could
have pani cked. That was a snall fortune then

It sure was.

Wien you went back to the store in Pioche, record players
wer e changi ng about that tine, weren't they?

Yes. They were getting a | ot nore sophisticated.

The long play records were comng in, weren't they? )
First we went through the phase with the 45 rpnms A the
smaller ones with the larger center. But that didn't |ast
too long. And then we got to the big long-playing LPs, we
called them The record departnent in all of our stores
was al ways one of the nost profitabl e departnents.

How di d you know whi ch records to sell?

In those days they had the top ten hits. They pronoted the
thing all the tinme and those top ten revolved around. And
everybody just about had to have everything. And there was
an awful lot of country-western; it was very, very popul ar
during that period. |'"d say probably 60 percent of our
sales would be involved with country-western type nusic,
t he bal ance being in popul ar nmusic of the day.

Was it nostly the kids who bought the records?

Mostly the young set. The active kids that listen to
nmusi ¢, the be boppers. |It's the sane today.

And there never was a town in Lincoln County that had their
own radio station, was there, like E'y did?

No. So we were always receiving the radio signal from a
|l ong ways away. | guess in the years beginning in the late
"40s we began to get KSUB out of Cedar Gty, Uah; it would
cone on with quite a bit of strength. Ve were able to

receive KSUB during nost of the daytinme in Lincoln County.
By evening it went away and you got KSL out of Salt Lake

or KNX or KFI or sonme of the big, nmany-negawatt power

stations. In the daytinme you couldn't get those but you

could get Cedar Gty's radio.

Was listening to the old radio shows a big thing?
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It really was. Television didn't cone to Lincoln County
until after 1960. So all of the entertainnment at hone was
done with radi os and phonographs, or the novies.

Do you fol ks renenber a program "Lucky Logger Dance Ti ne?"
| wasn't in Caliente at the time, but | listened to it
where | was.

W used to listen to it, too, out at our mne in Reveille
Valley, but | was wondering what station that was on; do
you remenber ?

It had to have been a Los Angel es station.

KFl ? That very well could be. KFI was a station we could
get in our part of Nevada in the evenings and at night.
KNX, KSL, even KOA.

XELO? CQut of Del R o, Texas?

| never listened to it, but | remenber you could get it.
There really was not a great anount of change. Just an
inprovenent in the techniques is the mgjor thing that
occurred through the years, until finally we did get into
the world of television. Talking about those old nighttine
prograns that everyone used to listen to . . . Every night
on KNX now between 9:00 and 10:00, and then again the sane
program between 2: 00 and 3:a.m, they present two one-half-
hour excerpts of one of those old nighttinme shows. And
quite often on Saturday night they'll have the Jack Benny
show and the George Burns and G acie Al en show

Wiere is KNX? That's L.A, isn't it?

Yes A 1070 on your dial.

Tom M x, Hopal ong Cassidy . .

G her week nights they do other old-time radio shows. It's
alot of fun. Otentinmes if I wake up during the night and
Al yce does the same thing A we've got a radio on each side
of the bed, and an earpiece A so if |I'mawake at maybe 2: 00
"Il just turn that radio on and listen to KNX and catch
those 2 old radio half-hour prograns together. I
especially enjoy the ones on Saturday night because they
were the biggies, they were the real conedies A Jack Benny
and CGeor ge Burns.

Sonetinmes it doesn't conme in real clear; sonmetinmes it's
real spotty.

Vll, a lot can make a difference in just where you are in
your community, too, whether it'Il conme in clearly or not.
They have those big 50,000 watt stations or sonething |ike
that . .

D d you ever listen to KOA?

Denver? Yes. And KOB in Al buquerque. Both of them will
cone in here on our radios.
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